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1 JounN 4. 1.

Beloved, if God [o loved us, we ought
alfo to love one anotber.

N the #th Verfe of this Chapter, the Apoitle res
turns to that Point, which he had feveral times
before touched upon in this very Epiftle, viz. the
great Duty of loving our Chriftian Brethren. Be-

8. loved, fays he, let us love ome another. And he gives
a very fubftantial Reafon to enforce his Exhortation, ad-
ding immediatly, for Love is of God; and cvery one that
Qoveth, is born of God, and kuowerh God. Where-
as on the contrary, be that loveth not, knoweth Ver.8.
ot God ;3 for God is Love. He then proceeds to
demonftrat the Certainty and Greatnefs of God’s Love,
faying, In this was manifefted the Love of God to-
wards ws, becaufe that God [ent bisonly begotzen Som - . 9.
into the World, thar we might live thro’ him. And
that we, may have the deeper Senfe of God’s Love,
that it may the more nearly and throughly affeét us,
that it may the more powerfully quicken our Love of
each other, he obferves, that God’s Love of ourfelves
was perfeitly free, the Effet of his own pure Goodnefs,
we having don nothing which could deferve it at his
Hands, nothing that could entitle us to follicit, or even
to cherifh the faintetHope of enjoying,much lefs to pro-
mife ourfelves, to depend upon, and live in Expectation
of, fuch immenfe, {uch inconceivable Love. For
fays he, herein is Love, not that we loved God, bur  w. 19.
that be loved usy and [ent bis Son to be the Propitia-
tion for our Sins.

And from hence he juftly infers the great Reafonable-
nefs of the Duty he had been injoining, and which he
is defirous to lead us to the Pra&ice of, faying in the
Words of my Text, Beloved, if God [o loved wss we ought
alfo to love ome another 5 that is, fince God has gracioufly
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conferr’d upon us fuch invaluable Bleflings, fince he has
not {pared his only beloved Son, but fent him down
from Heaven to ofter himfelf a Sacrifice for us, fince he
has thereby given us the clearet Convition of the Sin-
cerity and Strength of his Divine Love, by downg fo
much, even all that infinit Wifdom could invent, and
infinit Power could execute, to effeé, facilitat, and fe-
cure our Eternal Salvation ; the Confideration and En-
joyment of this overflowing Goodnefs muft neceffarily
lay upon us the firongeftObligations to endevor and pro-
mote the Happinefs of our bellow Chriftians, to potr
upon them all the Kindnefles that we are able to beftow,
to contrive and fearch after Opportunitys and Methods
of doing them good, of making their Lives in all Refpeéts
comfortable and caly here, and profpering their Journey
to that blefled Place, whece we hope everlaftingly to re-
joice and triumph hereafter.

I'm very fenfible, that as T have not at prefent {uffici-
ent time to do ir, fo T need not give you the Trouble
of proving to you diftin&ly, and by a long Train of dif-
ferent Confiderations, that the Apoftle’s Argument is
good and conclufive. For befides the Deference which
you cannot but pay to the Authority of an infpir'd Wri=
ter (of whom you will not entertain {o mean an Opinion,
as to imagin him capable of deducing praétical Truths
from fuch Principles .as will not fupport and evince
them) even common Senfe informs us, chat the Duaty of
loving one another does naturally refule from God’s lov-
ing us to that great and unmeafurable Degree, which the
wonderful Work of our Redemption by Chrift’s Death
does moft evidently declace and imply.

For be pleafed to refle® alittle, Does not out being
deliver'd from eternal Torments, and not only made ca-
pable of, but encouraged and aflifted to obtain, eternal
Joys, conftrain us to make fome Refurns of Gratitude to
Almighty God? Can that Per{on be efteem’d a rarional
Creature, nay, is be he not far worfe than a mere Brute,
who does not feel the Warmth of 2 Generous Love ?
Do not our Hearts even burn within us, are not our
Souls enflamed, are tly defirous to vent
that Holy Fi A r
aiceds have

But who tha
Earth? or wh: : I
of the World receive frem poor Mortals ? Alas! fuch

es can by no means repay
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the Blefings we receive. We are utterly incapable of
refle€ting back the Happine(s which is poured from Héa-
ven upon us. However, we can cértainly ftrive to pleafo

- our Benefattor, tho’ we cannot profit him. We can te-

ftify our Love by Obedience to his Laws; and prove
that we are truly thankful for the Mercys we enjoy, by
a {tri& Conformity to the Divine Will. We can ufe
our very beft Endevors, we can labor earneftly, in doing
that which God delights in ; and perpetually exprefs an
unweary'd Zeal, a quick and lively Joy, an uninterrupt-
ed Tranfport of the warmeft Affettions; in his Service.
Ought we not therefore to love one another? I's not mu-
tual Love a principal Branch of God’s Law ¢ Is it not that
which he lays the utmoft Strefs upon ? If the Scriptures
were filent, and had not delivered this Precept ; does not
even the Light of Reafon tell us, that we can’t create a
greater Pleafure to a generous Perfon than by imitating
that glorious Property, by copying his own Generofity
in his own fight, and paying him the Compliment cf
being as like him as we are able ? Muft not God there.
fore neceflarily love thofe that love others ? And can
we oblige and pleafure God (pardon me the Expreffion)
more effeCtually, more perfettly, than by loving others
as he loves our felves, and following the glorious Ex-
ample which he has vouchfafed to fer us ? .
Farther, you well know, how conftantly (and indeed
moft juftly) that Man is detefted, who refufes (when ’tis
in his Power) to affift and gratify thofe, whom a moft
bountiful, moft affe&tionat, and moft fteddy Friend re-
commends to his kind Offices. And have we a betrer
Friend than God? Has he not, by the Death of his owrt
Son upon the Crofs, redeemed us from intolerable Mifz-
ry, and entit’led us to the Pofleflion of Heaven it felf,
that we may reign with him in inexpreflible Glory ?
And does not God love our Fellow Chriftians as tender-
ly as our felves? Is not their Welfare as'dear to himy;
as our own? Did not Chrift die for them, as much as
for us ? Do nor thefe Circumftances, which are plain In-
dicarions of God’s Will; does not the Courfe of his
Providence, which makes every Man to depend upon
others, and capable of Advantage by them ; doés not
the exprefs, the plaineft, and moft fti& Command of
God in his written Word ; I {ay, do not all thefe things
demonftrat, that our Chriftian Brethren are committed
ta our Care, that God expefts we fhould do them all
poflible kindnefs, that we fhould love them for his fake,

and
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and own the Mercys we have receiv’d, by thedding the
Influence of them upon others that are round about us ;
in fhoyt, that we fhould always abound in good Works,
and contribute our utmoft towards an univerfal Happi~
nefs, which is the blefled Effe&, and the natural Confe-~
guence, of an univerfal Love ?

You fee therefore, if a Man does really love God, he
can’t help loving his Chriftian Brethrén. If he be fenfis
ble of God’s Love to himfelf, %is impoffible for him not
to make others fenfible of his own Love to them. If this
Perfuafion be rooted in his Breaft, if he firmly believes,
and does ever meditate upon, what he owes to God ; he
can no more forbear doing good to others (as Occafion
ferves, and as his Ability will permit) than the Fire can
forbear to heat us, or the Sun can forbear to enlighten
us. For fuch good Ations are the neceflary Fruits of
fuch good Principles. And therefore St. Fobn declares

roundly, if @ Men[ay, 1 love God, and hateth his
Ver. 20. - Brother, be is & Liar. Tho’ the Apoftle was

not defeétive in either Charity or good Man-
ners, yet he does not fay, be is mifiaken ; he does not foften
the Expreflion, as if there were fome room for Candor
and a mild Conftru&ion ; but he plainly affirms, that ke
s a Liar 3 thatis, if a Man fay, I love God, and hateth
his Brother, he utters what he knows to be falfe, he
fpeaks direétly againit his own Confcience, and flatly
contradits the Light of his own Mind ; it being abfolut-
Iy impofiible for him that hateth his Brother, to love his
God.

Wherefore, becaufe the Apoltle would fain make his
Difciples love one another, in the firft plice he labors to
convince us of Ged’s Love to our felves ; well knows
ing; that if we believe the one, we fhall pra&ife the
other. And accordingly he fets before our Eyes God’s
Redemtion of Mankind by Chrift Jefus (which Inftance
carrys with it the moft irrefiftible Demonftration of
God’s Love to us)and cherr he concludes in theWords of
my Text, Belyved, if God [o loved us, we ought alfo vo love
one another.

Inmy follewing Difcourfe, Idonot intend to treat, in
a general manner, of that great Duty of loving one ano-
ther, which 'my Text injoins, by thewing the Nature
and Extent, the Reafonablenefs and Neceflity of it, and
by propofing the feveral Encouragements we have to
pra&tife it. I hope to find other proper Opportunitys
of enlarging wpon thefe Matters in the Difcharge of my
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Fun&ion amongft you. But at prefent I fhall confine
my felf to a particular Cafe, for which (I muft profefs ta
you) I havea very deep and hearty Concern, and which
this general Precept does moft certainly reach and dirett
us in. For fince all Chriftians are commanded to love
one another, thatis, not barely to profefs Kindnefs and
tender Affettions, but to demonftrat the Reality of fuch
Profefflions by futable A&ions, to lave one another not
in Word or in Tangue only, but alfo in Deed and in
Truth, and confequently to promote. the Happinefs of
their Brethren in all Refpets whatfoever, and particu.
larly by miniftring to the Neceflitys of thofe who ftand
in need of Affiftance ;. therefore we are undoubtedly re-

uired to love, and .confequently to relieve, thofe di-

refled Perfons, whofe Jamentable Circumftances fo juft-
1y challenge our Commiferation, and in the pleading of
whofe Caufe I fhall imploy the remainder of that Time
which your Patience affords me.

The Brief in behalf of our Reformed Epifcopal Bre-
thren in Great Poland and Polifb Pruffia has been read to
you this Morning ; and you are therehy acquainted with
their prefent calamitous Condition. Now as in the Be-
ginnings of the Gofpel the Apoftles themfelves earneftly
follicited, and their Difciples in many diftant Regions
chearfully made, a Contribution for the Support of the
Chiurch at Jerufalem, then laboring under grievous Mif=
fortunes, and opprefled with Want; fo do my Lords
the Bifhops, the Succeflors of the Apoftles, not only
under the Proteétion, but alfo by the Encouragement of
his Majefty, earneftly follicit, and ’tis manifeftly our
Duty to make, a Contribution, according as God has
enabled us, for the Support of thefe our Reformed Epif-
co&al Brethren, whofe Hardfhips are furely more than
fufficient to extort Compaffion from all fuch, as have not
quite banifh’d Pity and Good Nature out of their
Breafts.

This therefore being fo evident in Fa&, and being in
fo Chriftian a Manner imparted and recommended to our
Confideration ; I muft own, I did not doubt, but the
Sufferers would of.courfe taft the blefled Effe&s of that
Generous Spirit, which has fo often and fo bravely dif~
cover'd it felf, in this Nation in general, and in this great
Cisy in particular, to the lafting Honor of our Country,
to the Glory of our Great and Good Mafter, and to the
unfpeakable Comfort of thofe, to whom God has enabled
us, and has therefore commanded us, to fhew Mercy.

But




Mue 1 have reafon to fear, that evil Arts haye been
aled (with what finifter Views, tis not difficult to guefs)
to the Prejudice of thefe poor Suffcrers. Falfe Sugge-
ftions have been raifed, and indufirioufly featter'd a-
mongft us, to obftruét our Charity towards them. They
have been gricvoufly mifreprefented to us; and perhaps
{ome of us have been almioft tempted to believe, thac
they either are not at all,or at Jeaft are not tofo great a
Degree, the Gbje&ts of ‘our Chriftian Love, and that a
Jarge Sharé of our Bounty would be ill beftow’d upon
them. - Wherefore I think my felf bound in Juftice, noc
only to the ‘Petitioners themielves, hut alfo to our holy
Redeemer (who is gracioufly pleafed to accept thofe
Alms as beftowed upon himfelf, which ate beftowed up-
on his afli&ed Members ; .and who is cenfequently in-
jured in his own Pecfon, when our Libeml.iry is with-
held or leffenld to proper Objeéts) to fet this Matter in
a true Light, and to give youdhore Hints touching fome
Particulars, abput which you may probably defire to be
inform’d and fatisfy’d. By this Means, I truft in God, X
fhall obviat 'the Malice of fuch as bear am ill-Will to
thefie faithful Servants of our dear Lord ; and open the
Fountain of your Chriftian Love; which has flowed fo
plentifully upon other (may, T will venture.to fay, upon
fome lefs moving) Occafions. ' :

*Tis well known, and univerfally acknowledged, that
thefe our Brethren are defcended from thofe, Perfons,
who farfoqk the Corruptions of the Church of Romie, by
the Influence (principally) of thofe Eminent Saints and
Martyrs Fohm Hafs ‘and Ferom of Prague, who receiy’d
theit Dottrin (in.a good meafure) from our truly famous
Countryman John Wickleff, to- whom we are obliged for
she firlt Dawnings of that Reformation, the firft Glim-
merings of that pure Goipsl Light, which (blefled be
God for it): does now fhine fo brightly inthis Land.

Trom hence fome have taken an handle of Calumny,
and renfdach thefe our Brethren as a fort of Monftrous
Chriftians. They have revived thofe Accufations, with
which 'the Papifisformerly loaded the aforefaid Jaborious
Preachers, and caft all that Filth upon their prefent
Succeflors in Tribulation. )

One wou'd think, this ftale Trick fhould hardly fuc-
ceed in a Proteftant Country ; and indeed it-may juftly

be thought needlefs ro anfwer fuchan Objettion, Wh;re-
. ore

1§

fore T fhall not labor in the Confutation of that Mafs of
Popifp Slanders, and repeat what has been {o often faid
in anfwer to them. The truth is, this Caufe does not need
fuch Methods of Apology. We are not bound to juftify
all the A&ions of thofe'who were our Predecefiors in the
Oppofition we make to Popery. The Papifts of thefe Days
wou’'d be very loath to juitify all the Proceedings of !
Papifts in ancient Times; and wou’d think thei i
gion ought not to fuffer for the Faults of its guomdam
Profeffors. Surely we have at leaft an equal Right to the
fame Plea,

The firft Beginners of Reformation were but Men 3
and (tho’ I am perfuaded they were truly good Men,
and that they were by no means liable ro thofe Charges
which the Papifts then did, and now do, lay on them ;
as I'm farisfy’d I cou’d make appear, were it needful, or
did this Caufe require it ; yet I{ay) if they made {ome
falfe Steps, a fmall meafure of Candor wouw'd incline‘us
to overlook them. Let the Papiffs remember, what an
Egyptian Darknefs had fpread over the World, what a
monftrous Ignorance had blinded the Underftandings of
Mankind, how grofs, how unfupportable their Religion
was grown, and what Impediments lay in the way ofall
fuch as wou'd aim at a Reformation. Wherefore, wien
the Light broke in, wou'd not the firongeft Eyes trem-
ble? Muft they not needs fee dubioufly ? Did not the
Luftre it felf confound them by its Vigor and Novelty,
and hold their Judgments for 2 while in Sufpenfe? No
Wonder, that every Obje& was not feen clearly upon
fuch a fudden Trruption ; and that anexa& Judgment
was not formed upon every Particular, of which fo great
a Variety crowded in upon them, each of which needed
a moft accurat Examination. Bleffed Heroes, that
ftruggled with fuch Difficulties, and yet had the Cou-
rage to perfift in their Labors, and win to themfelves a
Crown of Martyrdom by their Perfeverance! Doubtlefs
their Reward is with the Mot High! The Sincerity
of their Hearts abundantly compenfated for the ({fuppo-
fed) F H : \

ed) Errors of their Underftandings.

But how does fuch an Objetion become the Mouth
of a Church-of- England-man? John Hufs and Ferom of Prague
are not pretended to have been more erroneous than our
Fobn Wicleff. Nay, ’tis the everlafting Clamor of their
Adverfaries, that they were equally erroneous. Now
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I don’c at prefent (2) inquire, whether Wicleff was erros
neous, or no ; but fuppole that he were, and that a Papift
fhould obje his Errors to a Member of the Church of
England ; What Reply woud the Churchman make ?
Wou'd he not anfwer, that tho’ wicleff was not in all
Refpedts fully apprized of the Truth, by reafon of thofe
Difadvantages he labor’d under, and which are now at
length happily removed ; yet our prefent Reformation
is juftifiable notwithftanding ? Wou’d he not appeal to
our Litufgy, our Articles and Homilys, and challenge
the Papift to find any of Wicef’s (pretended) Errors in
thofe authentic Evidences of our Do&rins ? Whatever
" Miftakes Wiclof maintained,we have long fince feen them,
and forfaken them ; and therefore ’tis utterly unreafona-
ble for the Papifts to impute his Miftakes to us; as it we
were anfwerable for fuch Errors, as we openly re-
nounce.

And may not our Reformed Epifcopal Brethren de-
fend themfelves after the very fame Maoner ?  What-
ever Miftakes might be charged upon Fohn Hufs and Ferom
of Prague; yet look into the Confeffion of the Bohemian
Churches, and into the Book of their Difciplin, and fee
what Errors you can find there. Thefe are the Standards
of what they teach and maintain ; and (believe me)
whoever looks into thofe Books, will foon be afhamed
of this Objetion.

" But it is farther faid, that thefe our Brethren are not
what they pretend to be, They would fain be thought,
_ and they are pleafed to ftile themfelves, Reformed Epif-
copal Churches ; whereas they have no true Epifcopacy
amongft them,they have no regular Succeflion of Bifhops,
asan Order diftin& from, and fuperior to, Presbyters.
Now fuppofe this were true in Falt ; fuppofe that
our Brethren were not properly Epifcopal, and that
they really wanted a regular Succeflion of Bifhops; will
it follow from thence, that they are not Objetts of our
Charity, and ought not to be comforted under their pre«
fent heavy Preflures ? Is this the Spirit of the Epifcopal
Church of England, which juftly efteems herfelf, and has
ever been acknowledg’d theBulwark of theReformation?

1 ddre

1
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() The Reader, if his Guriofity prompts himy r;m}'\con]_‘ult
Dr. James's Apclogy for 7. Wicleff, fhewing his Confor«
mity with the Now Church of England, printed a2 Oxford
i 1608,

Lo iy

I dare fay, you will not charge me with Want of
Zeal for Epifcopacy. The Divine Right of the Sacred
Order of Bithops, as eflentially diftin¢t from, and fu-
perior to, that of Presbyters, is of fuch Confequence to
the Intereft of Chriftianity, and fo firmly and evidently
demonftrable, that I can’t allow my felf the Liberty of
calling it in Queftion, or entertaining any Doubt about
it. Nor can any Man more heartily lament, than I do,
what Defe&ts fome Reformed Churches labor under in
this refpet ; or more fincerely wifh and pray for the
Eftablifhment of an Epifcopal Goverment in all Prote-
ftanc Churches, which I think they are bound in Con-
fcience to endevor to the utmoft of their Power, in
fpight of whatever Obftruttions their refpettive. Civil
Governors may create them.

But then, tho’ I rejoice in the unfpeakable Blefling of
our Epifcopal Goverment, and fhall never (by God's
Grace) {lacken my Zeal for the Propagation of it in thofe
Places which do not at prefent enjoy it: yet God for-
bid that I thould ever abandon, or ceale to commiferat
and affift, thofe Churches that want it. Alafs! what ter-
rible Confliéts againft Popery have they fuftained ? How
much of their Blood have they chearfully parted with,
rather than fubmit to the Abominations of Rome 2
How clofely, " in all Human Views and Confide-
rations, is our Intereft united to theirs? How ne-
ceffary is their Safety in order to ours? Our common
Enemies the Papifis know this full well, as the whole
Courfe of their Proceedings fhews. And fhall we then,
who are Epifcopal Proteftants, negle& thofe other Pro-
teftants, whofe great Misfortune it is (I pray God in fome
Cafes it be not their great Fault) that they are not Epi-
fcopal ? Shall we fuffer them utterly to perifh, becaufe
they are not {o happy as our felves? Is this a Chriftian
Pra&tice? Is this the way to inlarge the Epifcopal Com-
munion ?

We thou'd rather by all poflible good Offices beget in
fuch' as have it not, a Veneratian for Epifcopacy ; and
incline them to atrempt the Introduion of a regular
Succeflion of Clergy, where it is not, by thewing them
the bleffed Fruits of our own Miniftry; we fhould make
them fenfibly the better for the true Apoftolical Gover-
ment we live under, by clear Proofs that we have an
Apoftolical Spirit amongft us; we fhou’d demonftrat,
that we are ready to cherifh whatever is praifeworthy in
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them, tho’ they are not fo perfe& as we wou'd gladly
fee them.

~ What! fhall we deliver them up to the Rage of their
Perfecutors? Shall we fuffer them to perifh under their
grievousOpprefiions? Shall we let them be deftroy’d from
off the Face of the Earth, and ceafe to be a Church, be-
caufe they are not as yet arrived to that State which we
juftly boalt of? What Regard can they ever bear us, if
we have IHearts hard enough to defert them in their
extreme Mifery, and that upon fuch a narrowf{oul'd Pre-
tenfe as their not being blefled with an Epifcopal Gover-
ment ?  Mauft they not deteft and abhor us? Muft they
not abominat fuch an Epifcopacy, as fhuts up the Bowe
els of Compaflion, and does not {uffer Perfons within
its Communion to love thofe that are out of it ?

The Samaritans not only differ’d from the Fews in Re-
ligious Matters, but {et up an Altar oppofit to that in
Serufunlem, againft God's exprefs Command. And yee
Chrift pofitively injoins us to do as the good Samariran
did in the Parable, that is, to be truly beneficent td all
ghat wanrt our Affiftance, tho' they happen to be at the
utmofl diftance from us in Point of Religion. Many
primitive Chriftians had entertained wretched Notions
about the Obligation of theMofaicCeremanies,and did ut-
rerly Judaize even after they had embraced Chriftianity.
But did the Apoftles give up thefe miftaken Converts to
the Malice of the Fews 2  Did they not endevor by all
obliging Methods, and a {weet Behavior, to win them by
Degrees, and bring them to the perfeét Standard of the
Golpel ? ‘What Leflons do{fuch Examples teach us, the
Members of the Eftablifh’d Church ? Oughr we not to
treat our Reformed Brethren, tho’ not Epifcopal, with
{ueh an affetionat Tendernefs, that they may at length,
in Confequence of the Benefits they receive by us, be
wrought up to 2 due Conformity to Chrift’s Rule in
¢hofe Particulars, which at prefent we juftly think them
{adly defeltive in?

What I am now prefling upon you, does not (I affure
you) proceed from apy: Latitudinarian Tinéture, but
from my. Sincerity and Firmnefs in ftriély Epifcopal
Principles. Iam far from efteeming the Farm of Church
Goverment, and confequently. the Regularity of minis
fterial Succeffion, to be indifferent Matters, which muft
truckle to the Conveniency of State ; as if Temppral
Governors had any Authority to mould the Church into
what Form they pleafz, and thereby to deviat from the

Apoftolical
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Apoftolical Inftitution, when it futes their carnal Inte-
re(t. No ; but what 1 {peak, proceeds from the reverfe
of thefe loofe Notions. My Zeal for Epifcopacy, and
for a regular Succeffion which fo manifeftly depends up-
on it, extorts it from me. I know no better way of
planting Epifcopacy, and confequently a regular Clergy,
in thofe Reformed Churches which at prefent are defti-
tute of it, than by doing our utmoft to help them upon
all Occafions, and prevailing upon them by our good
Offices to become in all Things like unto our felves.
And I doubt not but if fuch Methods be honeftly and vi-
gorouily try’d, they will in God’s good Time have their
defir'd Effect. 2

*T'were very eafy for me to enlarge upon thisHead,and
to fhew the Weaknefs as well as Impiety of this Pre-
tenfe, and efpecially how unworthy ’tis of, how incon-
fitent with, the Beneficent and Heroic Charater of a
true Churchman. But I forbear. 'Twould be doing toa
much Honor to this Infinuation, fhou'd I beftow more
Time in expofing it ; nay, perhaps ‘twou’d be conftrued a
tacit Infinuation, that there is an Appearance of Strength
in it, fome colorable Reafon for ir, or fome Probability
of Fa& to ground it on. Whereas in truth ’tis built up-
on an utter Falfhood, invented on purpofe to ferve a bad
turn, and perpetuat the Sufferings of thefe our Chriftian
Brethren. For whoever examins their Hiftory,and knows
any thing of the prefent Conftitution of their Churches,
will confefs, that our Brethren are truly and properly
Epifcopal ; that they have Bifhops, not only in Name,
but in Thing, even an Order of Spiritual Church Go-
vernors, diftin& from, and fuperior to, Presbyters ; and
that their Succeffion of Bifhops is derived, not from a
barely Human Unauthoritative Conftitution, but from
thofe, whofe Legitimat Ordination to that Holy Fune

_ &on is unqueftionable.

That T may clear this Matter briefly, be pleafed to
underftand, that thofe Churches,which rejetted and with-
ftood the Papal Ufurpations and other Enormitys, in the
Twelfth and the following Centuries, till Luzher’s Time,
had undoubted Bifhops amongft them.

I am aware, that they have been charged by the Pa-
pifis with afferting the Identity of Bifhops and Presby-
ters in the Apoftles Times. Whether this Charge was
juft, Tdony at prefent Difpute. To be fure, we have no
Reafon to. tru[{) that Account which their Adverfarys
have given of them. But fuppo e the Imputation well

grounded ;
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giounded ; fuppofe that in thofe Days, before the Miftg
of Error were fufficiently difpell’d, before the Truth
¢ou'd tolerably well be feen, fome of thofe well mean-
ing People fhou'd imagin, shat Bifhops and Presbyters
were pot at the firft effentially diftin& Orders ; whar
then? Will it follow that they changed the Form of
Church Goverment, and indulged their new Notion {o
far, as to abolifh Epifcopzcy, and reduce all to a Presby-
terian Parity ? We know, that before our own Refor-
mation was fetled, fome great Men amongft our felves
were inclined to odd Notions much of the fame Kind.
But were they therefore fo fond of them, as to new
model the Church ?" Did they therefore expel Epifcopa-
cy, merely to compliment their privat Fan{ys? No;
for Mep of barely common Prudence (whatever they
may unluckily think either poffible or lawful, in Cafés
of Extremity and ablolute Neceffity) won’t make violent
Alrerations, won’t turn an eftablifh’d Order topfy turvy,
won't try Conclufions in Goverment, and introduce a
thorough Change, merely for the fake of changing.
They won't rifque the Church’s Ruin merely to gratify
their Curiofity in making Experiments and obferving
Confequences.

This was manifeftly the Pra&tice of thofe brave Souls.
Whatever they might {ufpe& to be defenfible or feifable,
had they been driven to it ; yet they preferved the an-
cient and eftablithed Hierarchy. And tho’ the thorough
Depravation of the Romifh Bifhops gave them Occafion to
{peak feverely of Bifhops ; yer they are to be underftood
of fuch Bifhops only as were the Difgrace of their Order,
and not of all Bithops in general. For they never con-
demned Bifhops as Bifhops, but conftantly retained them
amongit themfelves. Infomuch that I don’t remember
to have read or heard, that they were fo much as charg’d
with reje&ing Epifcopacy by the bittereft of their
Enemys in thofe Times, when fuch a Charge wou'd
have don them incredible Mifchiefs.

But to cur this Matter fhort, and prevent all Poflibi-
ity of Cavil, 1 appeal to Hiftory and plain Fa&. The
Chain of their Succeffion, and the Method by which they
preferv'd-it, are very particularly (4) recorded, and that
n

(b} Versmtamen, ad occurrendum quoquo modo Adwverfari-

aram caluwimniis, prefersim [ub initia veformationst'illins, idem
Soi guoad feri poffer, eblervandum putdrunt, ' Cumque difti
L
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s the moft fatisfaltory manner. When they were feha

3 e
fible, that they wanted Paftors, they refolv'd to oo:au;

§lli Valdenfes, legitimos fe babere Epz'fcf:pos, legivimamgy & g
intervuptam ab Apoftolis ufque ﬁucgﬂzfmmln aﬂxrnmrmlti:‘zmﬁ%i
ad [e creavunt tres e Fratrum Mz"niﬂrz.r, Jam ante a.zéz ordi=
natis, ritw folenni Epifcopos 5 illifgs Miniftros ordinandi czmtlu-
lerunt poteftarem: mempe, &c. Regenvol_fcq Hift. Eeclef.
Slawon. Provin. lib. t. cap. 8. p. 33. Trajecti ad Rhenum,
16543, : el
Sed ifti, tum ob abufum apud Adver[arios E:pz_ﬁ:ogarum
ominis, tum majoris 0dii ac invidie evitande cansdy Seniorsm
potius dppellatione acquicfcchant, uti & hattens. gnuvxquafn
ves ipfa & officii ratio illorum eadem ¢ft : [ive Ep{fa)pz, /Zvejc-—
niores Superatrendentes cum adjelfione, (fve [eniores, tsz;perm.-
tendentes abfolute, five Infpeckores, five Decani, five aliis womi-
wibus, Grecis wel Latinis vocentur. id i
Maxima illis anxiethdo fuit de  Animarton  Paftaribus,
unde hos effent habituri, poftquim quos in pmfen.; habebant de-
ceffifent. Exfpectare, dum Romana Ordinationis alsqui Vevi-
tatis amore ad [e tranfirent,res erat z'mernefpcf. Et mummerant
Rokyzanum toties proteftatum, & fzmdamc'rztu- vedintegranda
efft omnis. Domi ergd erigendam ¢ffe Ordinationem, porefiate
ed quam Chriftus Ecclcfie dediffer: ut quamdin ordzgmto:,.aa’nftc‘
nver fo habevent, illi ipfi ordinent alios, & bi rurfum alios fibi
Jucceffuross  Inclinabant fané iftuc ur defideria, fic é"fente'mz.e >
_ﬁu’ Quﬂ"f;l’m animos metys, an [Giis [egi\m'm.u‘f&ret_()rd:nar;o,
Ji Presbyzer Presbytcrum creavet, nom wero Epifcopus 2 Et quo=
wiodo talem Ovdinationem, [§ Lis moveatur, defonfurieffent, [frve
apud alios, [ive apud [uos? Tandem pofi KIS ATBOTUTE ali=
quot. deliberationes, conveniunt (anno 146‘7) érota Bohanm‘(-r
Morawia primarii quique Viri, circiter [eptusginta, multifq;
ad Deum fufis Latry: b precibus (ut num propofitum plar:rwt,.
& num jatn tempas effct, oftendere dignaretur) ruah{n.mrmn De:
Jorte experiri conflituunt. Eligunt itague e med:’oﬁa, per Juf~
Jragin, Viros novem, quos Minifterio jzy’rz‘pm:lda Pre cateris ju-
dicabant idmeos : datifq; in manum pueri (in catum socerfiti,
& quid fiar ignovantis) [chedulis ocelufis a'ua;?f;':z'm, diftribus
inter novem illos jufferunt. Erant autem nouem illarum vacue :
tribus duntaxat inferiptum fuit EST: [iilicer woluntas Dei,
quam [ibi revelari petchant, Fz’eri'ergd potuit, ut emies nalte
fuiffent (chednlas wacuas : quod indicium negativa Dei volun-
tats futurum erat. Sed fattum eft, ut [eriptaille tres wencring
$8 manus tyivm inter sosy, Magthie Kanwaldii, wiri piiffimi ;

Thme
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4 Supply of them. And being themfelves doubtful, whe-
ther an Ordination by Presbyters without a Bifliop would
be valid ; or whether twould be defenfible, if queftion’d ;
therefore, that they might effeGually ftop the Mouths of
Gainfayers, and be furnifh’d with a Clergy of indifputa-
ble Authority, they chofc three Perfons by Lor, whom

certain

Thome Prelaucii, wivi dofti, & Elid Krenovii, fiugulari qua-
dam [olertia confpicus. Hos illi cum gaudio tanquam divinitis
Jibi datos amplexati, de Confirmatione illorum, [ew Ordinations
nova, confilia ceperunt. Cumgs in confuriis Moravie & Au-
Lerie Waldenfium quofdam cffe [civent, ut omnino [crupulis cons
Jeientie, [ue & aliene (in.prafens & in fururum) confulerent;
ad illos Michaélem Zambergium cum aliis duobus miferunt : qui
quid aum offet explicarent, judiciumq; de go peterent.  Inwe-
niunt illi Epifcopum illorum Stephanum : qui accito Epifcopo al-
tero, & aliquet & Minifiris, originem [uam, dottrinaq; [ue arti-
culos, & quid hactenus horrvendi per Italiam & Galliam paffi
effent, explicant : varfumq; noftrorum de Jeceffione 3 Papa &
Calixtinis velationem oudiunt, approbant, congratulantur :
quinimo, ¢vibus illis Miniftros creandi poteftate collata, manuum
mpofitione Epifcopos creant, ¢ ad [uos remittunt, Comenii
Ecclef. Slavon. Hift. Se&. §9, 60,61. p. 23, 24. in his Book
intituled De bono Unitatis & ordinis, Difciplineqs ac obedien-
vie,&c. Eoclefle Bohemice ad Anglicanam Paranefis, dedicaa
ted to K.Gharles 1. and printed at Amflerdam 1660.
Cumaque dicti Walden[es, legitimos fo habere Epiftapos, logé-
timamq; & mon iuterrupsam ab Apoffolis ufque. [ucce[fiomem
affirmarenty crearunt tres & noftrorum Miniftris, ritu folemni,
Epifeopos, illifque Miniftros ordinandi contulerunt poteffatimm,
Sed qui in odium traifo ab Antichriftiano abufu Epifcoporum
nomine, Seniorum potius & Antiftitum appellatione acquiefce=
bant, wti & hatfenus. Ratio Difcipline, &c. Fratrum
Bohemorum, Pref. p. 2. in the aforefsid Book of Comenius.
Antiftes, [ew Epiftopus, nobis eff perfona wtate ac donis Dei
ronﬁoz’ma, ad Ovdinis in tota Unitate cuffodiam omminm Mini-
Frrovum (uffragiis elefta, [olenni Ordinationis ritu confirmata,
& fic anthorizate publicd munita 5 ut omnes veliqui, fmo quif-
que loco, officium faciant, opufq; Dei fine [candalis & confufione
wbique procedat,artendens. ——Tales Epifcopi quatuor, quingue,
Jex (prows meceffitas poftulacerit) conflirui 5 & unicuique fua
Diwsefis, [ive certus Ecclefiarum & Paflorum numers, affignari
Jolent.  Ratio Difcipl. cap. 1. p. 19,
Omnes hi elei & conflitusi femel, per vite dies in officie
(uifi quis minus digne [e geras) velinguuntur. Ibid, p. 20,

certain Bithops of the Faudoss confecrated Bifhops; and
by that Means they have continued a regular Succeffion
of (c) Bifhops; each of which is truly and properly a
Diocefan, having a determinat Number of Paftors with
the refpective Congregations, over whom he exercifes
Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiétion j and they have not only Bi-
fhops, but alfo Priefts and Deacons ; which Bifhops,
Priefts, and Deacons, are with them, as they are with
us, three diftinét Orders, this being moft evidently their
Notion and Praétice, as appears by the Book of their Dif~
ciplin, which is fo well known to the Learned World.

I flacter my felf, that I have by this time perfeltly re-
moved thofe Prejudices, and wiped off thofe Afperfions,
which have been purpofely railed by fuch as are un-
reaforiably and caufelefly difaffeted to our Reformed
Epifcopal Brethren. You perceive by what has been al-
ready deliver’d, how unworthily your Zeal for our Ex-
gellent Church has been abufed by defigning Men, who
have thereby attempted to abate your Compaflien to
thofe Proteftints who fo nearly refemble our felves, by
painting them in the moft ugly Colors, and faftening up-
on them fuch Ecclefiaftical Deformitys and Imperfeéti-
ons, as I heartily wifth could not be difcerned in too
many other Reformed Churches, whofe Intereft and Pre-
fervation we are notwithftanding obliged, by the Ties
of Prudence as well as of Chriftianity, fincerely and in-
ceflantly to endevor and pray for.

I hope, the Difcovery of fuch malicious Falihood will
ftrengthen your good Difpofitions towards thefe Suffer-
ers, and double your Liberality upon this melancholy
Occafion. *Tis exceeding hard, that thofe who are al-
ready {o miferable, fhould meet with Defamation inftead
of Alms; and be filchily blacken’d in that very Country,
from which they pronufed themfelves the greateft Boun-
ty. Surely, the good Spirit of God will powerfuliy
touch your Hearts, and quicken and heighten the Vigor

of your Chriftian Love ; that even the Machinations of
their Enemies may ferve and promote the Intereft of
thefe Confeflors, that they may receive the more ample
Fruits of our Benevolence, to compenfat for the rough
Treatmient they have {o undefervedly met wich,
C

Could

. (¢) The Names of their Bifbops, and the Daze and Order of
sheir Succeffion, may be [een in Regenvolfcius, Lib, 3. cap.
1. p, 314, &¢:
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. Could I find time to enumerat and defcribe the cofi-
tinual Perfecutions of the Anceftors of thefe our Bre-
- thren, for the Teftimony they have born to God’s Truth ;
how they have been harafs'd and driven from one
Country "to another, being forced to forfake all they
pofefled, that they might not facrifice a good Con-
lcience, but keep themfclves pure from the Rogman Pol-
lutions ; wou'd the Compafs of a Sermon permit me to
give you a Relation of their various Tortures, the inhu-
man Barbarities, which they have patiently fubmitted to
for Chrift’s fake, in a Courie of diverfe Ages, fo that they
are become as it were a Race of Martyrs and Confeflors,
and are almoft extinguifh'd by Sufferings : furely the
valt Quantitys of that holy Blood, which the Parents
have all along {o joyfully {pilt, wou'd at Jeaft purchafe
Piry to their Children ; “we fhou'd at leaft be glad to
fupport with our Money the Pofterity of thofe Saints,
who have endured fuch horrible Crueltys, as we our

{elves have moft juftly deferved at God’s Hand.
Befides,the more immediat Caufe of their prefent Op-
preflions, that which now adds the greateft Weight to
their Sorrows, is che deplorable Conlequence of a moft
bloudy War.  Alafs! my Brethren, we have no Notion
of thofe Miferys which War creates. I confefs, we have
F‘aid Souldiers, and felt the Expence of a War: but
lefled be God, we have not had a proper Experience of
it. We have not feen, much lefs have we groan’d under,
the Ravages and fearful Devaftations, that Complication
of all forts of Temporal Evils, which muft unavoidably
vuin thofe Countrys, that are cover'd with vaft Armys,
which fpread univerfal Defolation all around them. But
our Brethren have undergon the whole Courfe of fuch
Evils all which have been {ucceeded even by the Plague,
which {till leflened the Remnant of them; {fo that by an
animterrupted Series of the foreft Judgments, as their
Numbers are become few, fo their Circumftances are
exceedingly deplorable ; their Country is laid waft, their
Metropolitical Church and City burnt, their Univerfi-
ty deftroy’d, their Clergy cither difpers’d or murder’d,
and the whole Body of them, both Priefts and People,
reduced to extreme Poverty. How well may they fay
what the Proj Feremiah put into thé Mouth of the
- i Holy City ; Is it nothing 0 you, all ye that
Lam. 1. 12, pafs by 2 Behold and [ee, if there be any Sorrow
like mnto ny Sorvew, which is dm unto me,
wherewith the Lord hath afflicled me in the Day of bis fierc ¢
2 Angey

&
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Auger. Are not fuch Perfons therefore the Obje&s of
your Compaffion ? : :

There is hardly any Topic proper to move Pity,
which mayn't be juftly ufed in behalf of thefe Sufferers.
And yet L' have {pent {fo much of your Time in anfwering
Objettions (tho™ as concifely as was poflible) that I muft
not detain you with Perfuafives.

And furely I need not do it. For be but prevail'd
upon to make their Cafe your own (God h)rbic“., that it
ever fhould be your own. However, do butfuppofe it
{o) ‘and dwell a little upon that difmal Thought; and
certainly your Tears will flow, as faft as your Money
ought to flow, at the bare Apprehenfion of it. I will
not be {o unjuft to you, as to imagin, that a prolix Ex-
hortation can be neceffary. I fhould rather defpair of
fucceeding by it, could I think that you do really want
it in a Cale fo truly lamentable.

A& therefore as becomes you, and as your Brethren,
nay, the whole Chriftian World, have jult Reafon to ex-
pe& from you. Do not pretend that you are not able
to relieve them generoufly. For would you but fave the
Expenfe of a few fuch Diverfions, fuch Inftances of
Pleafure or Vanity, as you think very moderate and al-
lowable, that very Sum would effeCtually comfort them.
Let it not be faid, that the Members of the Eftablifh’d
Church of England did at any time negle@®'to hear the
Crys of their Reformed Epifcopal Brethren ; that they
were ever once Deaf to their Complaints, and hardened
their Hearts, and turned away their Eyes, as if they
were apprehenfive, that mere Humanity wou’d force
them to beftow, what even their Chriftianity cou’d not
draw from them.

But I muft not be farther tedious. I will o
leave to give you a piece of Advice, which [#5c %
yow’ll have no reafon to repent your putting in prattice.

I take it for granted, my Brethren (for certainly you
will not have the Face to deny) that you do every Morn-
ing addrefs your felves to God in Prayer ; that you beg
his pardon for your Sins, return him Thanks for his
Mercys, and implore his Prefence with you in the Bu-
finefs of the Day. This therefore you are fuppofed to
do on that particular Day, when you expe& to be called
on for your Charity to thefe our neceffitous Chriftian
Brethren.

Be perfuaded therefore at the fame time to lay their
Cafg before God, and intreat his fpecial Influence upon

yotr
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your Hearts, that you may give in fuch'a Proportion 4s
he fhall vouchfafe to be pleafed with ;" and be fure to
mention in your nex: Approach to the Throne of Grace,
that what you beftowed was what you believed ke ex-
petted from you. Wor'd you but take this Method,I dare
truft fo your Liberclit; ; and Idare 4lfb to undertake for
them, that this mifer:" e People will not defire a greater
Share of your Abundince, than this Method (and furely
*tis a very ‘fair one) uwft incline you to part with. For
which of ‘you will have the Confidence to tell God in
his Prayers, that he has eithér deny’d Alms to fuch de-
ferving Objetts as thefe; or elfe that he has given them
lef§ than his Circumftances wou'd well afford ?

May that God, whu worketh in'us both to ‘will and
to do of his good Pleafure, fo guide.us by his Spirir,
that we may upon.this and all other Occafions, perform
what fhall be acceptable and well pleafing to him, thro'
Jelus Chrift bur Lord, * 7o whom, &c.
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