




639986
m BARA ' '' ' .

OCTOBER 30, 19U
For Immediate Release ^co^nsw ' Washington, D. C.

STATEMENT OF HOJ. JAS. M. MEAD, (D.)
WffiSR U. S. SENATE, NEW YCRK

President Roosevelt's recent statement that world opinion will back

up our objective of reconstituting Poland as a great nation is heartening

to the friends of Poland in the United States. This stand is in keeping with

the guarantees embodied in the Atlantic Charter against "territorial changes

that do not accord with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned."

These pledges of the Atlantic Charter were held out to all freedom loving people

of the world who joined with us in the common effort undertaken as members of

the United Nations. As members of the United Nations, the United States and

Republic of Poland pledged mutual assistance to the end that the Four Freedoms

become the heritage of the peoples of the earth.

Unfortunately in this political campaign demagogie appeals are being 

madę for votes at the expense of the suffering of the peoples of Europę, This

was particularly true in the address delivered by Governor Dewey at the New

York Herald Tribune Forum held in New York recently when he attacked the policy 

of our government in handling the complex problems arising in the liberated
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areas of France, Italy, Poland and Germany, For example he ąuoted an

extract from a statement regarding conditions in Italy, leaving the infer-

ence that the people of Italy are dissatisfied with what has already been

done, As a matter of fact, Kr. Luigi Antonini, in presenting to President

Roosevelt the Four Freedoms Award of the Italian-American Labor Council, said

that if this year's presidential election were left to the people of Italy,

President Roosevelt would be "elected unanimously." This tribute by the Italian

people is indicative of the admiration and esteem in which President Roosevelt is

held by the people of the smali nations of Europę who look to us, one of the

greatest nations in the world, to protect them in the finał settlement of the

peace, Their problems can only receive fair treatment if we keep uppermost in

our minds the necessity for continued harmony and unity among all members of the

United Nations, Our first objective must be complete victory over the enemy.

Complete victory over the enemy is essential to the restoration of Poland.

We have already laid the ground work for peace in the broad objectires

formulated at the historie Dumbarton Conference. The conference proposed that

there should be established an International organization under the title of the

United Nations, The first principle recommended for incorporation in a charter to
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effectuate the purposes of this International organization is the sovereign

eąuality of all peace-loving States. There lies the hope for Polana. In the

words of President Roosevelt, "It is very important that the new Poland be one

of the bulwarks of the structure upon whieh we hope to build a permanent peace.”

In this endeavor we must not be turned aside by political statements madę by

people who are not fully informed upon all the facts in a given controwersy.

These alluring promises can only result in frustration.

The United States has been the traditional friend of Poland. We are

Poland*s friend today. We are oontinually using our good offices to satisfy

Poland's just claims. By ezerting our tremendous strength in an association

of nations, we can assure to Poland her rightful place in the family Of nations.

The whole world owes a debt of gratitude to the people of Poland for

the mighty contribution whieh she has madę in the present war. Poland was the

first to refuse to do business with Hitler. Undaunted by the overwhelming

strength of Hitler’s war machinę, the brawe people of Poland put an end to the

appreasement policy of the democracies by whieh Hitler was gradually obtaining

control of Europę. In thus refusing to compromise with Hitler in the fali of

1939, Poland aroused the world to the danger of Hitler*s program. In the

ensuing thirty-fiwe days the brave people of Poland struggled waliantly against

the Nazi war machinę. Poland was cut off from her friends and surrounded by
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enemies, but those thirty-five days gave France and Britain time to mobilize

their forces. The struggle culminated in the heroic defense of Warsaw, an

epic that will live forever. Poland never signed an armistice with Hitler.

The remnants of her shattered Army rallied round General Sikorski who marshalled

a considerable force in France in 1940. After the fali of France that army

was garrisoned in Britain and guarded a sector of the coast linę, Another

Polish unit served with valor in the North African campaign at Tobruk and

Galaza. The fighting Polish Air Force joined the ranks of the R.A.F. and

rendered invaluable assistance in the defense of the British Isles and in the

Battle of the Atlantic, This contribution helped to make possible the sub-

seąuent successful invasion of the continsnt of Europę by the United Nations’

forces this past sumrner,

Ali the world grieved at the suffering once again visited upon

Warsaw in the recent unsuccessful uprising of the underground forces of Poland

at Warsaw under General Bor, The record of Poland throughout this war is

written in letters of gold. We are determined that democracy will repay that

J
debt in the settlement of the peace, by the restoration of Poland
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