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We present the first English issue of the West-Slavonic 
Bulletin, which has been published in London in  western 
Slavonic languages for two years. Our aim is to  acquaint 
the public opinion of our English-speaking Allies w ith tire 
plans for a new Central Europe visualised by the younger 
generation of the Central European nations.

The sharing of such inform ation is v ita lly  necessary to-day, 
as i t  will be to-morrow, and for a long tim e to  come. The tim e 
of unilateral guarantees between free nations is over. I f  
these natiops are to  win the w ar and  then  peace for a  hundred, 
no t tw enty  years, they  should keep the ir solidarity and form 
a common insurance pool to  which each nation  should con­
trib u te  a large proportion of its resources and forces.

This new Covenant, on which we propose to  base the 
safety and prosperity  in  our p a rt of Europe, cannot be m ade 
w ithout a  prelim inary frank exchange of views between all 
nations, and in particular those which m ay have an im portan t 
p a rt to  play in  the  working of the new system . I t  seems 
likely th a t  the  Central E uropean nations, owing to  their 
geographical position, m ay have to  carry out some of the 
more onerous duties involved by  the Covenant.

The public opinion of the  countries concerned should 
consent to  the broad principles of the Covenant before any 
fu rther action is taken. This is a v ita l condition for any lasting 
and  perm anent agreem ent between dem ocratic nations.

I t  is tru e  th a t  the Roosevelt-Churchill A tlantic Charter 
has been welcomed by the public opinion of bo th  countries 
and  of the  other free nations, b u t the m ethods and means 
whereby its principles are to  be p u t into practice are still by 
no means clear to  all. A great deal of prelim inary work has 
still to  be done.

The fu ture new order, based on the Covenant of Nations, 
can be efficiently organised only by a lim ited num ber of 
great powers which, irrespective of certain  differences of 
structure and character, would deal w ith  each other as equals. 
I t  is therefore clear th a t if the Central European nations 
propose to  participate actively in  th e  new order, they  can 
do so only by joining it  as a  Union w ith  115 millions of

inhabitants. Only then can they be an asset instead of a 
liability  in the world organisation of peace.

The healthy  peasant peoples of Central Europe, capable 
of building up rem arkable united  strength, are all fanatically 
devoted to  the ir freedom.

This newspaper will follow and report the  struggles and 
the compromises between the rival ideas of selfish nationalism  
as opposed to  those of constructive nationalism  and of broad 
co-operation, as well as the evolution of different national 
ideas tow ards a greater, super-national solidarity of purpose.

The ideas which we intend to  propagate are no t the o u t­
come of easy-chair m editations or academic discussions. 
They have been bom  in the m inds of men who saw the disaster 
and hum iliation of their countries, sometimes the death  of 
their n e a re s t; m en who escaped across rivers, m ountains 
and Gestapo-guarded frontiers to  carry on the fight for freedom 
in France and then in Great Britain.

The observation of the collaboration of m any nations 
w ithin the B ritish Commonwealth of N ations contributed to 
the formation of these ideas. Our plan is the result of a cross 
between the experience of peasant continental civilisations 
and the practice of the greatest m aritim e civilisation of the 
world.

These plans and ideas are still a t an early stage of form a­
tion, in th e ir  b ir th  throes. Every  success Or reverse of the 
Allied forces, every change in  their moral and m aterial war 
potential has an  im m ediate effect on the intensity of our 
action. Nevertheless th e  conviction is growing th a t 115 
million people, even disarm ed and oppressed, are still a  force 
th a t can tu rn  the scales—especially as it is situated  in the 
middle of the b a ttle  area—in a conflict in which the forces 
of the  opponents seem approxim ately equal. I t  is a t  any 
ra te  a  force th a t  any of the belligerents would overlook or 
neglect a t  the ir own peril.

We realise, however, th a t we can play a historical p art 
only by uniting our forces, which have been h itherto  cancelling 
each other out. Our un ity  can be based on a g reat vision of 
security, freedom and prosperity for all the nations living
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OUR PATRIOTISM
by Dr. T. S U L IM IB S K I,

N atio n a l consciousness is p a rticu la rly  stro n g  to -d a y  an d  
no one p lann ing  th e  fu tu re  o f th e  w orld , p a rticu la rly  E urope, 
can  afford  to  ignore th is  fac t.

T he feeling of n a tio n a l com m un ity  gives b ir th  to  p a trio tism . 
Sound p a tr io tism  does n o t co n stitu te  a  m enace to  o th e r 
n a tions. _

Som etim es, how ever, i t  degenerates in to  a  desire to  dom in ­
a te  o thers, based  on assum ed special a b ility  a n d  special righ ts. 
Such a  m orb id  nationalism  aim s a t  th e  ex tension  o f th e  
n a tio n a l substance , m ain ly  o f th e  te r r ito ry , tu rn in g  in to  
im perialism .

Im peria lism  is alw ays un iversa l. E v e ry  im perialism  aim s 
a t  th e  conquest o f new  lan d  a n d  its  logical conclusion can  be 
only  d om ina tion  over th e  en tire  surface of th e  ea r th . The 
only  lim it to  th e  am bitions o f im perialism  is se t b y  th e  m eans 
w hich  i t  has a t  its  disposal.

T hus nationalism , regional b y  its  v e ry  n a tu re , becom es 
un iversa l as soon as i t  evolves in to  im perialism .

T he ob jective o f every  un iversa l m ovem en t is th e  con ­
so lida tion  o f th e  w hole o f h u m an ity  w ith in  one organisation . 
T here m a y  be  various universalism s. Socialism , C om m unism  
a n d  N azi-ism  are  all un iversal, for th e y  a im  a t  con tro lling  th e  
w hole w orld. So are  th e  m ore libera l p lans o f w orld  govern ­
m en t ad v an ced  b y  idealists such  as M r H . G. W ells.

M ost universalism s, even  if  th e y  s ta r t  u n d e r a  m o s t b ene­
v o len t guise, come to  a  p o in t w hen  th e y  w a n t to  im pose u n ity  
b y  force. T he p a tte rn  o f w orld  h is to ry  is one o f a  struggle 
betw een  u n iversa l a n d  regional tendencies.

N a tio n a l consciousness is a  fa irly  recen t phenom enon of 
h u m an  h is to ry . A t first th e re  w as on ly  consciousness o f 
m em bersh ip  o f a  sm all group— th e  fam ily.

O nly th e  m o s t p rim itiv e  peoples h ave  rem ained  a t  th e  
stage  a t  w hich th e re  is no consciousness o f a  com m unity  
la rger th a n  th e  fam ily. I n  m ost cases th e  com m un ity  has 
ex ten d ed  in  various w ays, depending  on geographical a n d  
econom ical conditions. O n th e  S teppes th e  p a tr ia rch a l fam ily 
grew  in to  a  tr ib e . I n  th e  an c ien t com m unities o f th e  M edi­
te r ra n e a n  th e re  w as a  p a tr io tism  o f th e  c ity . E lsew here th e  
feeling o f com m un ity  em braced  larger groups, m ostly  o f 
com m on orig in  (E u ropean  nationalism ) or o f com m on cu ltu re  
(China).

T he scope o f th e  com m un ity  in s tin c t w as ex ten d ed  g ra d u ­
a lly , b y  evo lu tion . I t s  g row th  w as u su a lly  insp ired  by  
u n iv ersa lis t ideas. T his w as th e  case in  th e  developm ent o f 
th e  B ritish  n a tio n , com posed o f several d is tin c t peoples, still 
conscious o f th e ir  in d iv idua lity .

Som etim es larger com m unities w ere c rea ted  artificially ,

(Continued from  page 1.)
betw een  th e  B altic , th e  A dria tic , th e  Aegean a n d  th e  B lack  
Sea, no m a t te r  w h a t h a d  been  th e ir  a t t itu d e  tow ards G erm any 
in  th e  p a s t.

A  v ision  of a  glorious fu tu re  is n o t enough. In  th is  b a tt le  
fo r th e  souls o f m illions, w hich is also a  race ag a in s t tim e, 
we w a n t im m ed ia te  d ip lom atic  m oves a n d  a  beg inn ing  of 
p rac tica l co llabora tion  betw een th e  civilian a n d  m ilita ry  
rep resen ta tiv es of ou r n a tions, b o th  in  E u rope  a n d  in  A m erica. 
T he u n ity , in te g rity  an d  sovereign ty  of ou r com m on te rrito rie s  
should  be fo rm ally  recognised b y  th e  A llies a t  an  early  d a te . 
T his w ould  g rea tly  assist th e  in te rn a l consolidation , w hich  is 
co n stan tly  progressing, b u t  is bo u n d  to  en coun te r a  n u m b er 
o f obstacles.

These are  o u r aim s as cham pions o f th e  C en tra l F edera tion .

(Professor of Cracow University).
b y  conquest. Such com m unities could  rem ain  perm an en t, 
how ever, only  if  th ere  w as geographical u n ity , econom ic 
com m un ity  of in te rests  o r e thn ica l affinity . T he period  o f 
conquest h a d  to  be sufficiently long to  allow  tim e  for th e  
m ix ing  o f th e  d ifferen t com ponents. M ost m odern  na tions 
have  passed  th ro u g h  th a t  stage. T he Polish  tr ibes, all of 
sim ilar origin, h a d  to  be h e ld  to g e th e r by  force before th e y  
form ed th e  Polish  n a tio n . T he N o rth  an d  th e  S ou th  o f F ran ce  
h a d  to  be w elded b y  force, b u t  th e  geographical u n ity  of 
F ran ce  helped  to  b u ild  a  sense o f u n ity  a n d  th u s  to  c rea te  th e  
F ren ch  n a tion .

W hen  one of th e  cond itions o f u n ity  is lacking, th e  regional 
tendenc ies a re  b o u n d  to  w in. T h a t w as th e  case o f  ancien t 
R om e. I n  th e  earlies t tim es R om e w as b u t  a  c ity . T hen  i t  
conquered  L a tiu m  an d  la te r  th e  w hole o f I ta ly . T h is te r r ito ry , 
form ing a  geographical u n ity , w as soon w elded in to  a  com pact 
u n it, especially  as th e  e thn ic  origin o f th e  people o f th e  d ifferent 
provinces w as sim ilar. Force d id  no  m ore th a n  assist a  
n a tu ra l evolution .

T his w as n o t th e  case o f th e  o th e r te rrito rie s  inco rpo ra ted  
to  th e  R o m an  E m pire . T heir long association  w ith  R om e 
w as n o t w ith o u t im p o rta n t consequences as fa r as language 
a n d  cu ltu re  are  concerned, b u t  force alone could n o t ho ld  
to g e th e r artific ia lly  assem bled p a rts . T he cen trifugal regional 
tendenc ies re su lted  in  th e  sp littin g  o f th e  E m pire , first in to  
tw o p a r ts— th e  W este rn  an d  E a s te rn — a n d  la te r  in to  num erous 
com ponents, w hich  s ta r te d  th e ir  ow n in d ep en d en t lives.

T he sam e t h in g h appened  to  o th e r g rea t em pires— for 
in stance  th e  Spanish  E m pire . A sim ilar process can  be 
observed  w ith in  th e  B ritish  E m pire , in  sp ite  o f th e  e thn ica l 
hom ogeneity  o f m ost o f its  com ponen t p a r ts . T he forces o f 
regionalism  are  a t  w ork  n o t only  in  po litica l organism s, b u t 
even  in  religious bodies such  as C h ris tian ity . W hen C hris tian ity  
ex tended  its  ru le  over v a s t te rrito rie s  o f d ifferen t ch arac te r, 
u n p rep a red  for un ification , regionalism  reac ted  b y  schism  
a n d  refo rm ation .

I t  is clear th a t  th e  evo lu tion  o f com m unal consciousness 
is p rogressing stead ily  tow ards la rger u n its , from  regionalism  
to w ard s un iversalism . T here is no d o u b t th a t  n a tio n a l 
consciousness as we know  i t  is b u t  a  stage in  th a t  evo lu tion . 
I t  w ill ev en tu a lly  tu r n  in to  a  w ider consciousness— th e  p a tr io t­
ism  o f th e  Slavs, o f  E u ropeans, th e n  o f th e  w hite  race. F in a lly  
i t  w ill becom e a  genuine an d  sincere feeling o f tinm an  so lid a rity , 
em bracing  th e  w hole o f m ank ind .

T he ex tension  o f th e  scope o f com m unal consciousness 
canno t, how ever, be  ach ieved  th ro u g h  m ere m echanical 
fusion  o f S ta tes . I t  has to  be based  on a  rea l com m un ity  o f 
cu ltu re , w hich  can n o t be a tta in e d  a t  a  m om en t s notice. 
T he com m on cu ltu re  m u s t be  th e  syn thesis  o f th e  com ponent 
cu ltu res  o f each o f th e  form er n a tio n a l u n its . I t  m u s t be 
th e ir  co n tin u a tio n  a n d  therefo re  th e  com m on p ro p e r ty  o f all 
th e  m em bers o f th e  new , la rger com m unity . _ Such a  new  
cu ltu re  becom es th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f a  new , w ider so lidarity  
a n d  p a trio tism .

T his does n o t m ean , o f course, th a t  n a tio n a l p a tr io tism  
should  be im m edia te ly  ab andoned  in  favour o f th e  new , 
w ider p a trio tism . N a tio n a l feeling is too  deep ly  sea ted  to  be 
sum m arily  rep laced . To ad v o ca te  h um an , o r even  all -E u ropean  
so lidarity  a n d  p a tr io tism  a t  th e  tim e  o f a  struggle  aga in s t 
G erm an im perialism  w ould  be eq u iv a len t to  cap itu la tio n  
before th e  p resen t enem y. I n  view  o f his su perio rity  o f 
num bers a n d  organ isa tion , th e  enem y w ould  secure a  position  
o f suprem acy  in  a n y  E u ro p ean  com m unity . To accep t 
u n iversa l un ion  a t  tlfis tim e  w ould  am o u n t to  a  resignation  
o f a ll n a tio n a l trad itio n s , ideals a n d  achievem ents.

P a tr io tism  an d  a tta c h m e n t to  n a tio n a l tra d it io n  are  n o t 
iden tica l w ith  Jingo ism , w hich is a  dangerous m enace, for it
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p rom otes m is tru s t an d  h a te  am ong n a tions. E xcessive 
n a tiona lism  leads in ev itab ly  tow ards im perialism — a n d  th e re ­
fore tow ards a  c lash  w ith  o th e r nationalism s.

T here is a  c u rre n t view  th a t  n a tiona lism  is o u t o f d a te  
a n d  th a t  i t  should  be abandoned , for th e  tim e  o f com plete 
so lidarity  o f  a ll m en  has arrived .

T he v igour an d  s tre n g th  o f th e  ex is ting  nationalism s do 
n o t seem to  confirm  th e  t r u th  o f such  a  s ta tem en t. All those 
w ho are  anx ious fo r th e  sphere o f h u m an  so lid a rity  to  ex ten d  
b eyond  its  p resen t lim its  should  b ear in  m ind  th a t  every  
v io len t ac tio n  brings w ith  i t  in ev itab le  reaction . P e rm an en t 
evo lu tion  a n d  progress requ ire  tim e.

I f  th e  p resen t pa tr io tism s a re  to  be w elded in to  a  new 
feeling o f com m un ity  o f a  la rger h u m an  group , a ll th e  com ­
p o n en t e lem ents o f th e  new  e n ti ty  should  be read y  for th e  
un ion . T he fusion can n o t be ach ieved  b y  sim ple m echanical 
com bination . N eith e r can  i t  be achieved th ro u g h  th e  e s ta b ­
lishm en t o f various in te rn a tio n a l organs m e a n t to  su p p lan t 
th e  n a tio n a l governm ents. T he e stab lishm en t o f  such  organs 
a t  th e  p resen t stage  o f  po litica l evo lu tion  w ould  am o u n t to  
th e  han d in g  o f fu ll pow er to  th e  large n a tions. Some o f th e  
B ritish  w rite rs  ad v o ca tin g  solu tions o f th is  ty p e  speak  a t  the  
sam e tim e  ab o u t th e  im p o rta n t p a r t  to  be p lay ed  in  th e  fu tu re

E u ro p e  b y  R ussia  a n d  by  “  dem ocratic  ”  G erm any. T h is is 
significant.

A ny  a rran g em en t m ade m ain ly  for th e  sake o f th e  big 
“  p ro tec to rs  ” w ould  be unsa tisfac to ry  from  th e  p o in t o f view  
o f th e  sm aller n a tions. T hey  m ay  be com pelled to  accep t 
such  decisions, b u t th e y  w ill alw ays resist th e m  w henever 
o p p o rtu n ity  perm its. T heir resistance m ay  or m ay  n o t be 
successful. Some o f th e  sm aller na tions m ay  even  be w iped 
off th e  m ap . T he ir d iscon ten t, how ever, w ill alw ays be a  
source o f u n re s t— w hich is ex ac tly  w h a t th e  au th o rs  o f  p lans 
o f conso lidation  w an t to  avoid.

T he calm ing dow n o f E u ro p ean  nationalism s a n d  th e  
fusion  o f  a ll th e  E u ro p ean  na tio n s in  one hom ogeneous an d  
p e rm an en t e n ti ty  is still a  long w ay  aw ay. T he first stage 
should  be th e  conso lidation  o f th e  sm aller C en tra l E u ropean  
n a tio n s  w ith in  a  regional u n it. Such a  u n it, b ased  on a  
com m un ity  o f origin an d  cu ltu re , on com m on in terests, 
e q u a lity  a n d  m u tu a l respec t, w ill possess a ll th a t  is necessary  
for bu ild ing  a  new  com m unal consciousness a n d  a  p a tr io tism  
o f a  h igher order. I t s  ach ievem ent w ill be a n  im p o rtan t step  
tow ards th e  final consolidation  o f o u r co n tinen t, leading 
ev en tu a lly  to  th e  b ir th  o f a  genuine E u ro p ean  com m un ity  an d  
th e n  to  a  g rea te r so lidarity , em bracing  th e  w hole of m ankind .

THE FEDERATION OF CENTRAL 
EUROPEAN NATIONS

by ZB IG N IE W  STA GH OW SK I.

T he p resen t w ar w ill decide th e  shape  o f th e  w orld  fo r th e  
n e x t few cen tu ries . O ur w ar aim s can n o t be ind iv idual 
n a tio n a l aim s, a lth o u g h  th e  lib e ra tio n  o f th e  conquered  
n a tio n s  is th e  first im m ed ia te  ob jective. O ur w ar a im s should 
fit in to  a  general p a tte rn  of a  w orld  p lan .

A fte r liq u id a tin g  th e  w o rst in te rn a tio n a l crim inals, th e  
w orld  m u s t g u a ran tee  peace a n d  freedom  o f tra d e , as well 
as cu ltu ra l exchange betw een  n a tions. These a re  basic 
cond itions o f h u m an  progress.

I n  sp ite  o f som e m isleading appearances, E u rope  is still 
th e  m ost dynam ic  p a r t  o f th e  w orld. I t  s till holds th e  key  
to  th e  peace o f a ll th e  o th e r con tinen ts . I f  th ere  w as in te rn a l 
h a rm o n y  w ith in  E urope, m a jo r w ars in  o th e r p a r ts  o f th e  
w orld  w ould be alm ost im possible. O nly  a n  in te rn a lly  con ­
so lida ted  E u rope  can  still con tro l th e  rising  tid e  o f th e  yellow 
races.

T he A llies shou ld  keep  in  m ind , n e x t to  th e ir  b a tt le  w a tc h ­
w ord  o f “ w ar fo r su rv iv a l a n d  fo r freedom ,” th e  constructive  
id ea  o f a  new  organ isa tion  of E urope.

★
T he ach ievem ent o f E u ro p ean  harm o n y  a n d  therefore 

w orld  peace requ ires th e  estab lish m en t in  E u ro p e  o f large, 
su p e r-n a tio n a l S ta te  o rganisations.

T here a re  tw o differen t m ethods of bu ild ing  such  su p e r­
n a tio n a l o rgan isa tions : th e  fo rm al un ion  an d  th e  s tru c tu ra l 
un ion , b ind ing  several S ta te s  a n d  n a tions in  p erm an en t 
organic association . T he L eague o f N ations w as an  exam ple 
o f a  fo rm al un ion  o f sovereign S ta te s , w hich rem ained  en tire ly  
sep a ra te  en tities . I t  w as a  fa ilu re , an d  i t  d id  n o t p rev en t ac ts  
o f aggression b y  som e o f its  m em bers.

Soviet R ussia  p roduced  a  rev o lu tio n a ry  m eth o d  o f ach iev ­
ing  in te rn a tio n a l u n ity . A ll th e  n a tions, how ever, w hich 
w ere “ in v ited  ”  to  jo in  th e  Soviet U nion  e ith e r declined th e  
honour o r ag reed  on ly  u n d e r p ressure.

T here w ere a f te r  th e  la s t w orld  w ar som e exam ples of 
organic, s tru c tu ra l un ions o f n a tio n s  : C zechoslovakia an d
Ju goslav ia . T he idea  w as rig h t, b u t i t  w as app lied  on a  too  
sm all scale to  g u a ran tee  secu rity  ag a in s t G erm an a tta c k .

H igher s tru c tu ra l un ions can  be b u ilt only  b y  evo lu tion . 
T h a t is th e  case o f S w itzerland— w hich is, how ever, too  sm all

to  p e rm it far-reach ing  conclusions— a n d  o f th e  B ritish  C om m on­
w ea lth  o f N ations.

E v o lu tio n  does n o t necessarily  h ave  to  ta k e  centuries, as 
i t  d id  in  th e  case o f th e  B ritish  C om m onw ealth  o f N ations. 
E v o lu tio n  m ay  also be fa irly  rap id , b u t  i t  involves th e  bu ild ing  
o f a  large su p er-na tiona l o rgan isa tion  b y  stages. T he first 
s tage  w ould  be, n a tu ra lly , th a t  o f sm aller, regional o rganisa­
tions o f ne ighbouring  countries. T he n e x t stage  w ould  be th e  
crea tion , on th e  basis o f th e  regional unions, o f organ isations 
em bracing  large sections o f a  co n tinen t. These o rgan isations 
can  in  tu rn  en te r ag reem en ts w ith  a  w orld  scope.

★
T here a re  several cond itions to  be fulfilled b y  a n y  s tru c tu ra l 

su per-na tiona l o rgan isation , if  i t  is to  bo p erm an en t an d  
successful :

E a c h  o f th e  associated  na tio n s should  keep its  freedom  of 
n a tio n a l life.

T he m ore s trik in g  in justices a n d  w rongs, w hether social 
o r p o litica l, shou ld  be  rem oved.

T he associated  n a tio n s  should  have  com m on in te rests  
w ith  reg a rd  to  o th e r countries.

T he te r r ito ry  o f th e  union should  be as com pac t as possible 
a n d  have  favourab le  n a tu ra l fron tiers.

T here should  be  w ith in  th e  un ion  a  d is tin c t cen tre  o f 
g rav ity , b o th  econom ic a n d  political.

T he union as a  w hole should  be sufficiently strong  to  w ith ­
s ta n d  an y  possible a t ta c k  b y  an y  of its  neighbours.

N o d o u b t th e  rea lisa tion  of all these  conditions m ay  be 
d ifficu lt, b u t  a  u n ion  can a n d  should  be s ta r te d  even w ith o u t 
a ll o f them , if  th e  rem ain ing  conditions a re  likely  to  be ev e n tu ­
a lly  achieved. O f course, such a  un ion  w ill lack  a t  first th e  
s tre n g th  o f a n  o rgan isation  m ore favoured  b y  eircum stancos. 
I n  C en tra l E u rope , how ever, p rac tica lly  a ll th e  conditions 
requ ired  fo r successful u n ion  are  p resen t.

T he idea  o f P an eu ro p a  is a  ty p ica lly  fo rm al p lan , w hich 
does n o t ta k e  in to  accoun t th e  ch a rac te r a n d  desires o f the  
n a tio n s  concerned. B esides, if  i t  w as to  be realised  a f te r  th e  
w ar, i t  w ould  re su lt in a  m ost un fa ir so lu tion . I t  w ould b ind  
to g e th e r all n a tions, irrespective  o f th e ir  conduct in  recen t 
tim es ; na tio n s g u ilty  o f th e  m ost horrib le  in te rn a tio n a l
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crim es w ith  na tio n s w hich h a d  been  th e ir  v ictim s. I t  is 
difficult to  see how  a n y  rep a ra tio n  o f th e  w rongs done b y  th e  
G erm ans could  be  carried  o u t if  all th e  n a tio n s, b o th  v icto rious 
a n d  defeated , w ere to  be tr e a te d  alike. T he G erm an m ind  
w ill h av e  to  be  ed u ca ted  an d  changed . T h is can  h a rd ly  be 
ach ieved  i f  G erm any is to  be  g ra n te d  e q u a lity  a t  once.

E xclud ing , for som e tim e  a t  a n y  ra te , th e  A xis pow ers, 
we should  have  tw o large groups of n a tio n s  in  E u ro p e  : those 
w est o f th e  “ A xis ” a n d  those  ea s t o f th e  line B erlin-R om e. 
E ach  of these  tw o groups w ould  base its  u n ity  on p e rm an en t 
geopolitical fac ts, n o t m erly  on d ic ta te s  o f cu rren t policy. 
E a c h  o f th e m  w ould  fulfil to  a  h igh  degree th e  conditions 
requ ired  for a  successful an d  in te rn a tio n a lly  useful s tru c tu ra l 
union o f n a tions.

T he  post-w ar organisation  of W estern  E u ro p e  is, s tr ic tly  
speaking, ou tside th e  scope of ou r sub jec t. W e shall th e re ­
fore n o t dw ell on deta ils . I t  is, how ever, to  be assum ed th a t  
such a  union w ill arise an d  i ts  re la tio n  to  o th e r pow ers can be 
deduced  from  geopolitical d a ta  know n to  us.

T he p lan  for a n  organ isa tion  of th e  n a tio n s  of C entral 
E u ro p e  w ould  find increased usefulness a n d  in te re s t if  th ere  
ex is ted  a  corresponding  p la n  for W este rn  E urope.

I t  is obvious th a t  only B rita in  can  be th e  nucleus o f a  
w estern  union of na tio n s. She is qualified fo r th a t  p a r t  b y  
her n a tu ra l position , h e r po litica l im portance  a n d  b y  th e  
m oral qualities d isp layed  in  th e  p resen t w ar. A  new , rebu ilt 
L ondon w ill be th e  po litica l a n d  econom ic cap ita l o f all 
th e  coun tries betw een  th e  N o rth  Cape an d  G ib ra lta r , in c lud ­
ing S candinavia , th e  Low  C ountries, B elg ium , F ran ce  and  
P o rtu g a l.

W e are  n o t concerned  w ith  th e  in te rn a l s tru c tu re  of th e  
W este rn  E u ro p ean  un ion . U n lik e  th e  C en tra l F ed era tio n , it  
m ay  n o t necessarily  requ ire  su per-na tiona l o rgan isation . A 
close sy s tem  o f alliances an d  econom ic ag reem ents, cen tred  
on G reat B rita in , m a y  be  sufficient.

T he C en tra l F ed e ra tio n  should  include all th e  na tions 
liv ing  east o f G erm any a n d  I ta ly ,  b u t  w est o f R ussia , w hich 
h ave  been so fa r  in v itin g  aggression b y  th e ir  w eakness an d  
d isu n ity . T he p o p u la tion  of th a t  p a r t  o f E u ro p e  consists 
m a in ly  o f  S lavs, subd iv ided  in to  tw o large groups, th e  
W este rn  an d  th e  S ou thern  Slavs. M ost o f th e m  w ere o rg an ­
ised  before th e  p resen t w ar w ith in  fou r S ta tes— P oland , 
C zechoslovakia, Ju g o s lav ia  and  B u lgaria . T here w ere also 
m an y  Slavs w ith in  th e  fron tie rs o f G erm any, I ta ly ,  R u m an ia  
a n d  H u n g ary . C en tra l E u rope  includes also th e  tw o “  D anu- 
b ian  n a tio n s  ” , H u n g a ry  an d  R u m an ia . A lban ia  a n d  Greece 
m ay  be  regarded , for all p rac tica l purposes, as m em bers of 
th e  sam e group .

From General  S ikor ski ’s speech of Apri l  21, 1942, 
t o  t h e  Polish Nat ional  Counci l

“ My conversations in Washington, as well as those of 
the Foreign Secretary, dealt also with our plans for post­
war reconstruction in Central Europe, notably with plans 
for a Central European Federation. There can be no 
permanent peace unless tha t region is properly organised 
and economically strengthened. The blocks of nations 
which will be formed in tha t part of the world should be 
federations, modelled to some extent on the United States. 
There should be full political, military, customs and 
monetary union, with common economic planning for the 
whole area. Only nations united by such bonds will be 
able to keep Germany in check, together with the western 
federations. Otherwise the nations of Europe would risk 
after victory another war within twenty-five years, or the 
hegemony of one power,”

The countries concerned form  a fa irly  com pac t geographical 
u n it, enclosed b y  th e  B altic , th e  A dria tic  a n d  th e  B lack  bea. 
I f  Greece is to  be  included , th e  yEgean w ould  be  th e  so u th e rn  
bo u n d ary . A p a rt from  th e  seas, th e  C en tra l R egion has a 
considerable len g th  of n a tu ra l m o un ta in  fron tiers. T he 
w estern  b o u n d ary  of th e  C en tra l E u ro p ean  R egion is form ed, 
from  th e  A dria tic , b y  th e  K a rs  m oun ta in s , th e . A ustrian  
A lps, th e  B ohem ian F o res t m o u n ta in s an d  th e  K rkonose 
m oun ta in s . F a r th e r  n o r th  th e re  is no such  n a tu ra l fro n tie r  
a p a r t  from  th e  riv e r O der (O dra), b u t  th e  sh o rte s t b o u n d ary
 a  s tra ig h t line to  th e  B altic— w ould  be  on ly  200 m iles m
leng th . Such a  fro n tie r w ould p rac tica lly  coincide w ith  th e  
lim it o f se ttlem en t o f th e  W este rn  Slavs.

T he n o rth -eas te rn  fro n tie r o f C en tra l E u ro p e  is less c learly  
defined. T he rivers  N iem en, Zbrucz an d  P ru t— as w ell as 
D zv ina  a n d  D nieper o r W orsk la— h av e  been  u sed  a t  tim es. 
T he easte rn  fro n tie r of P o lan d  u n d e r th e  t r e a ty  o f R iga  w as 
a  com prom ise betw een  som e o f these  a lte rn a tiv es .

T here is no sh arp  e th n o g rap h ica l b o u n d ary  betw een  
C en tra l a n d  E a s te rn  E u rope , as d ifferen t S lav  na tio n a litie s  
are  in te rm ixed  on b o th  sides o f th e ir  fron tiers. T he m ost 
sa tisfac to ry  d iv id ing  line w ould  be a  b o u n d a ry  betw een  zones 
o f cu ltu ra l influence— w estern  a n d  eastern .

I t s  final se ttlem en t w ill largely  depend  upon  th e  fu r th e r 
developm ent o f re la tions betw een  neighbouring  nations.

C en tra l E u ro p e  is a  geopolitical a rea  w hich, a lth o u g h  som e 
of its  fro n tie rs  a re  s til l insufficiently  defined, is a  com pact 
u n ity  w ith  excellen t conditions fo r p o litica l a n d  econom ic 
consolidation . B y  n u m b er o f in h a b ita n ts  an d  n a tu ra l resources 
th is  u n it  could  equal, o r even  su rpass, th e  s tre n g th  of th e  
G erm an R eich . A f te r 'p a r t ia l  ind u s tria lisa tio n , w h ich  could 
be easily  accom plished, th e  C en tra l E u ro p ean  F ed era tio n  
could  be  an  effective coun terw eigh t to  th e  A xis Pow ers.

T he W este rn  a n d  C en tra l E u ro p ean  F ed era tio n s, d ifferen t 
in  ch a rac te r— one m aritim e  an d  th e  o th e r m ain ly  co n tin en ta l
 w ould  be ideally  f itte d  for p e rm an en t co llaboration . T hey
could  h ave  no conflicting in te re sts , ow ing to  th e ir  d ifferent 
s tru c tu re  an d  to  th e  absence of an y  com m on fro n tie r except 
th e  sea. T hey  w ould  com plete each  o th e r an d  could  g u a ran tee  
secu rity  a n d  peace for a n  indefin ite  period  o f tim e .

★
T he po litica l u n ion  o f th e  C en tra l E u ro p ean  n a tio n s  should, 

on th e  one h an d , be sufficiently close to  secure perm anence 
a n d  ad eq u a te  defence; on th e  o ther, i t  should  be  free a n d  l° ose 
enough  to  allow  every  n a tio n  op p o rtu n itie s  for ind iv idual 
developm ent an d  to  p rev en t fric tion  betw een  n a tio n s  w hich
h ave  h a d  feuds in  th e  p as t.

I t  seem s, therefo re , th a t  th e  m o s t su itab le  form  of o rg an ­
isa tion  fo r C entral E u ro p e  w ould  be  a  F ed era tio n  of S ta tes. 
T he “  C en tra l E u ro p ean  F ed e ra tio n  ” w ould  consist ol a  
n u m b er of S ta tes , w hich  w ould  in  p rincip le  rem ain  sovereign, 
excep t fo r m a tte rs  in  w hich  n o t only  so lid a rity  b u t  single 
rep resen ta tio n  w ould  be necessary  in  th e  in te re sts  o f th e
un ion . . .

T he  follow ing dom ains w ould  requ ire  com m on a d m in is tra ­
t io n  :

( а )  F o re ign  re la tions.
(б) D efence.
(c) E conom ic co llabora tion , a im ing  a t  custom s union.

U n ity  in  these  spheres w ould  requ ire  th e  e stab lishm en t of 
a  nu m b er o f co-ord inating , as w ell as execu tive a n d  legislative 
bodies These federal in s titu tio n s  m ig h t be fo rm ed according 
to  one of several p a tte rn s . F o r  th e  tim e  being  we shall n o t
discuss th e m  in  detail.

I f  th e  F ed era tio n  of C en tra l E u ro p e  is to  be a n  organic, 
s tru c tu ra l un ion , i t  w ill requ ire— besides th e  legal an d  ad m in is­
tr a tiv e  in s titu tio n s  w hich  we h av e  referred  to  some 
deeper a n d  s tronger in te rn a l bonds of u n ity . T hey  w ill be 
req u ired  to  m a in ta in  th e  U n ion  in  tim es of strife  an d  danger, 
as well as to  p rev en t its  g rad u a l dissolution.

(C o n tin u ed  a t  fo o t  o f p a g e  6 .)
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BALKAN UNION
FREE BULGARIANS AND BALKAN UNION

by K O S T A  TODOROV, former Member of Bulgarian Government.

F irs t of all I  w ant to  stress th a t  the Bulgarians are Slavs. 
I  am  doing so because, as in the last war, the German 
propaganda in  Bulgaria is try ing again to  convince the people 
th a t  the Bulgarians are a nation of Mongolian origin. M ean­
while, history  records the following facts : when the “ Volgars ” 
(whose origin was more or less obscure) arrived in the te rrito ry  
known as Bulgaria to-day, they  found there purely Slavonic 
races whose num bers were four tim es superior to  the ir own. 
They formed a m ilitary caste th a t  waged m any wars and later 
disappeared during the Middle Ages. We are opposed to  the 
racial theory  and do no t believe in  any pure races. The 
blood of the Germans , who propagate th is theory  is ju st as 
m ixed as th a t of all other nations. I t  is notably  so in Prussia 
and Saxony, where the m ixing of Slavs and Germans was most 
thorough.

Conscious feeling m atters m uch more than  blood. The 
Bulgarians are Slavs by the ir feeling, trad ition  and language, 
and  they  tend  tow ards a Slav unity . We believe th a t the 
Europe of to-morrow, afte r so m uch suffering, bloodshed and 
m isfortune, will succeed in creating an  organisation which 
will guarantee its peace and prosperity. A general European 
union is the ideal to  which we all look forward. However,

The West-Slavonic Bulletin  (March 1942) has published the 
following le tte r of the Free Bulgarians to  the  Yugoslavian 
Foreign Secretary :

Londres, le 27 janvier, 1942.
A son Excellence Dr. M. Nintchitch,
Ministre des Affaires Etrang&res Yougoslave.
Monsieur le Ministre,

Nous sommes charges, au nom du Comite National Bulgare, 
,, la Bułgarie Libre et Independents ” , de vous declarer ce qui 
suit :

Le Comite considers que l’aceord signs entre les gouvernements 
yougoslave et hellenique a Londres, en date du 15 janvier, constitue 
le premier pas vers la creation de l’Unite Balcanique qui a toujours 
etś la base du programme des organisations politiques bulgares que 
notre Comite represente.

Nous rappelons a ce sujet que plus d’une fois nous avons eu 
l’honneur de souligner dans les conversations avec vous notre 
desir ardent de voir cette unite se realiser dans l’egalite de toutes 
les nations balcaniques.

Nous sommes done heureaux de constater que le traite d’unite 
yougoslave-hellenique laisse a l’avenir la porte ouverte a 1’adhesion 
a ce traite de tous les autres pays balcaniques, par consequent a la 
Bułgarie.

Comme d’autre part, aprśs la victoire que nous croyons absolu- 
ment assures, notre Comite et les organisations politiques que 
nous representons vont constituer sans aucun doute la base du 
futur gouvernement bulgare democratique. Nous avons l’honneur 
de vous affirmer d£s a present, que ce gouvernement adherers au 
pacte d’unite balcanique conclu en date du 15 janvier, 1942, entre 
les gouvernements yougoslave et hellenique, afin d’assurer par la 
participation de la Bułgarie, la fraternite et la collaboration etroite 
dans tous les domains de toutes les nations balcaniques.

Pour le Comite :
Dr. G. M. Dimitroff,

Ancien Deputś.
Kosta Todoroff,

Ancien Ministre.
Dimitri Matzankieff,

Ancien Depute.

we are no day-dream ers who believe th a t such a  union could 
be achieved in a few m onths or even years. Wo therefore 
believe th a t it will suffice for the beginning to  solve our local 
problems in all separate geographic areas, and to  procood 
tow ards the greater ideal gradually.

T hat is why, looking a t  the problem from a  realistic 
point of view, we will first and foremost seek a solution of 
the Balkan question. The following are the Balkan countries : 
Jugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greoce and Albania ; to  which R um ania 
and Turkey could be added if they w anted to  belong to  a 
Balkan union.

W e are speaking of R um ania and Turkey conditionally 
because the la tte r  is a country situated  in W est Asia, while 
a  great num ber of Rum anians consider the ir own country 
as a  p a rt of Central Europe rather than  of the Balkans.

Such a  union could no t be realised w ithin a  few days ; 
it would also have to  be created by evolution unless events 
themselves take a  revolutionary tu rn . W hat we w ant is 
evolution, because a revolution, though it m ay solve all problems 
radically, involves invariably a  price of suffering too heavy 
for peoples exhausted by  the  war.

In  the Balkans there are tw enty-two million Slavs who 
belong to  the Southern Slavonic group. The m ost natural 
th ing would be for them  to unite, and then—as soon as 
possible—to  create a Balkan Union which could be a most 
vital u n it bo th  geographically and economically. There is 
already in  existence a Jugoslav-Greek Agreement regarding 
the Balkan Union, a  fact which we have to  recognise. B ut 
in the long rim  of events, the decision about such an agreement 
has to  be taken  by the peoples concerned. I t  is true th a t wo 
do no t doubt th a t  the peoples will accept the m ain ideas of 
this Agreem ent ; b u t we also believe th a t after the end of 
th e  W ar a  spontaneous union of Jugoslavia and Bulgaria will 
necessarily become the nucleus of a Balkan Federation. To 
remove any m isunderstanding we have to  stress th a t the 
above sta tem ent is no t directed against Greece in the least. 
The Bulgarian Committee, to  whom the w riter has the honour 
to  belong, has accepted the basic ideas expressed in the 
Greco-Jugoslav Agreement, and inform ed the Governments 
of the countries concerned in London of their decision by a 
le tte r which you will find on another page of the present issue. 
W ithout Greece, no real Balkan Agreement in a political, 
economic or geographic sense of the word is possible. How ­
ever, the  na tu ra l tendencies towards uniting Bulgaria and 
Jugoslavia will, w ithout any doubt, prove stronger than  any 
other Balkan movements, regardless of the  present artificial 
situation  in Bulgaria.

W hat would be the  relations of the Balkan Union w ith 
the other countries and groups already existing as well as 
those which will be formed after the W ar ? Let us deal 
w ith  a un ited  Central Europe in the first place. A Polish 
Czecho-Slovak Union, uniting over forty-five million people, 
has already been formed as a contribution towards it. We do 
no t know w hat other countries there will be in N orth  Europe 
after the  W ar, or in w hat form ; neither do we know to w hat 
Federation they  will belong. I t  is difficult to  discuss this 
subject to-day. As regards Rum ania, she m ay belong to 
the Balkan or Central European Confederation. In  either 
case she would be a link between the Balkans and Central 
Europo. I t  is a very fortunate th ing  th a t after the final 
solution of the question of D obrudja there are no more 
difficult problems between Bulgaria and Rum ania. Rum ania 
could therefore be very useful in lurking us w ith  the  bloc
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o f W este rn  Slavs. T h is un ion  o f b o th  bloes w ould  be th e  
second stage , w hile th e  th ird  one— according to  th e  general 
evolution  o f E u ro p e  d u ring  th e  com ing few decades— m igh t 
m ean  a  u n io n  of th e  w hole o f E urope.

W h a t w ill happen  to  o th e r coun tries belonging to  th e  
C en tra l E u ropean  geographical g roup  ? T his question  concerns 
A u stria  an d  H u n g ary , because fo r m an y  years (and  possib ly  
even decades) one could  n o t speak  seriously of inco rpo ra ting  
G erm any w ith in  an y  of th e  blocs, u n ti l  th e  G erm an m egalo­
m an ia  w ill h av e  been  finally  cu red  a f te r  a  long q u a ran tin e .

T he in co rpo ra tion  of A u str ia  w ould  n o t be in  th e  in te rests  
o f th e  B alk an  a n d  C en tra l E u ro p ean  n a tio n s  w ith  a  p re ­
d o m in an tly  S lavonic elem ent. W e reg a rd  th e  claim  th a t  
A u stria  h as been  com pelled to  jo in  H itle r ’s R e ich  as a  fa iry  
ta le . G rea te r G erm any tendenc ies w ere alw ays stro n g  in  
A ustria . I t  w ould  be m uch  m ore n a tu ra l fo r A u str ia  to  be 
u n ite d  w ith  B av a ria  a n d  th e  P rovinces o f th e  R h in e lan d  an d  
th u s  fo rm  a  k in d  o f sep a ra te  G erm an F ed era tio n , th a n  to  
e n te r th e  p lan n ed  C en tra l E u ro p ean  B loc. O f course, th is  
G erm an F ed era tio n  w ould also h ave  to  be k e p t in  q u a ran tin e  
as w ell as a ll th e  r e s t  o f G erm any.

As regards th e  H u n g arian s , th e  p re requ isite  for th e ir  
accep tance  in to  a n y  fed era tio n  of free coun tries w ould  be a 
to ta l  d es tru c tio n  of th e  H u n g a rian  feudal system  a n d  th e  
c o rru p t an d  m egalom aniac H u n g arian  a ris to cracy  ; th e  n e x t 
cond ition  w ould  be th e  e stab lishm en t o f a  fu lly  fledged 
dem ocracy  a n d  th e  foregoing b y  th e  H u n g arian s o f a ll th e ir  
im peria list claim s sym bolised  b y  th e  so-called “ S t S tep h en ’s 
Crown ” .

T he m ost im p o rta n t question  regard ing  th e  re la tions o f 
th e  B alk an  a n d  C en tra l E u ro p ean  F ed e ra tio n s is p erhaps th e  
question  o f ou r jo in t re la tions w ith  Soviet R ussia  w ho will 
be our m ig h tiest neighbour. E v e ry  com bination  tin n e d  
d irec tly  o r in d irec tly  ag a in s t R u ssia  w ould  be unaccep tab le  
to  th e  B u lgarian  people. I t  w ould  be  co n tra ry  to  all our 
tra d it io n  an d  feeling. E v en  th e  p resen t B u lgarian  ru lers, 
a lth o u g h  th e y  a re  o rd in ary  se rv an ts  o f H itle r ’s ty ra n n y , 
h e s ita te d  for years  before th e y  d ared  to  p ush  th e  people in to  
an  open w ar ag a in s t R ussia .

E v e ry  n a tio n a l ad m in is tra tio n  in  B u lgaria  w ill n a tu ra lly  
endeavour to  estab lish  th e  closest fra te rn a l re la tions of

cu ltu ra l, econom ic a n d  p o litica l co llabo ra tion  w ith  Soviet 
R ussia . W e believe th a t  th is  corresponds n o t only  w ith  
our feeling b u t  also w ith  th e  rea l in te res ts  o f all o th e r n a tio n s  
w ho w ould  ev en tu a lly  jo in  th e  B alk an  or C en tra l E u ro p ean  
F ed era tio n s. W e base  ou r be lief on th e  follow ing fac ts  :—

R u ssia  does n o t need  an y  new  te r r ito ry  ;
R u ssia  could  only  th re a te n  th o se  w ho h a rb o u red  openly 

or secre tly  hostile  in ten tio n s  ag a in s t her.

As p resum ab ly  n o t one o f th e  above F ed era tio n s  w ould  have  
an y  such  in ten tio n , w e firm ly believe in  th e  possib ility  o f 
estab lish ing  such  re la tions w ith  Soviet R u ssia  as to  exclude 
a n y  chance o f a  conflict in  E a s te rn  E u rope . I t  w ill be v e ry  
usefu l for R ussia  herse lf to  have  groups of friend ly  na tio n s 
w hich  w ould  in  no  case becom e too ls o f w ould-be aggressors, 
on h e r  w estern  a n d  n ea r-easte rn  fron tiers. A fte r th is  w ar, 
R u ssia  m ay  need , m ore th a n  all th e  re s t o f E u rope , peaceful 
cond itions in  w hich to  organise h e r  econom ic life a n d  achieve 
as solid  a  secu rity  as possible in  th e  w est. T he m a in  p re ­
occupation  o f a  C en tra l E u ro p ean  or B a lk an  U nion  w ill be 
to  keep  a  co n s ta n t w a tch  over th e  m ovem ents o f G erm any 
a n d  I ta ly . These tw o  coun tries w ill h ave  to  be  u n d er a 
con tinuous pressure o f ou r o rgan ised  forces.

R egard ing  W este rn  E u ro p e , geography  itse lf  an d  th e  
absence o f an y  divergence o f in te re s ts  betw een  our Fedei’a tio n  
a n d  th a t  o f W este rn  E u ro p e  can  prov ide  th e  b es t basis for our 
friendsh ip  an d  v e ry  co rd ia l re la tions w ith  th a t  area . T he 
on ly  problem s connected  w ith  W estern  E u rope  th a t  in te re s t 
us w ill bo those  o f th e  econom ic re la tions w ith  th a t  p a r t  o f 
E u rope  ; these  re la tions, in s te ad  of be ing  based  on th e  p re ­
w ar p rac tice  o f com petition , w ill h ave  to  be estab lished  on 
a  foundation  o f h a rm o n y  w hich  w ill be o f g rea t ad v an ta g e  to  
a ll E u ro p ean  na tio n s.

I t  is obvious th a t  a t  p re sen t one im pera tive  ta sk  is 
dw arfing all o th e r issues, an d  th a t  is to  w in th e  W ar. T h a t 
is w hy  a ll th e  su b ju g a ted  E u ropean  n a tio n s  shou ld  figh t 
shoulder to  shoulder,; th e y  shou ld  help  every  rev o lu tio n a ry  
m ovem en t d irec ted  ag a in s t G erm any, a n d  th e y  should  becom e 
accustom ed  to  reg a rd  an y  p a r t  o f th is  strugg le , w herever it  
m a y  be w aged, as a  b a tt le  for th e  com m on cause.

(Continued from  page, 4.)
I n  th e  firs t section  of th e  p resen t a rtic le  we h ave  en u m er­

a te d  th e  conditions necessary  for th e  p e rm an en t success of 
super-na tiona l o rganisations. T he C en tra l E u ro p ean  F e d e ra ­
tio n  w ill be  able to  fulfil th em  all.

T he U nion  can  secure v e ry  good n a tu ra l fron tiers, w ith in  
w hich  i t  w ill form  a  com pact geopolitical u n it. T he free 
developm ent o f th e  m em ber na tio n s w ill be g u a ran teed  by  
th e  federal co n stitu tio n . All fro n tie r d ispu tes an d  o ther 
con troversies be tw een  th e  m em ber n a tio n s  w ill have  a  b e tte r  
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r sm oo th  so lu tion  th a n  th e y  ever could  have  
ou tside a  federal system . T he im m ense benefits conferred  
on all th e  m em ber n a tio n s  b y  th e  U n ion  w ill be a  stro n g  
incen tive to  u n ity  an d  harm onious co llaboration .

O ne o f th e  v ita l conditions o f p e rm an en t success for a  
U nion , especially  one em bracing  a  large group  o f n a tio n s  of 
d ifferen t ch arac te r, is th e  presence w ith in  th e  im ion of one—  
or several— strong  an d  hom ogeneous po litical organism s, 
capable  o f becom ing th e  p illa rs o f such  an  association .

W e do n o t visualise th e  U nion  of C en tra l E u ro p ean  N ations 
as a  sim ple federa tion  o f all th e  n a tio n a lities  in  th a t  p a r t  o f 
E u rope . F ir s t o f all th e  S lav n a tio n s  w ill form  tw o federal 
S ta tes— th e  W estern  a n d  S ou thern  Slavonic U nions. The 
C entral F ed era tio n , em bracing  all th e  n a tio n s  o f C entral 
E urope, w h eth er Slavonic or n o t, w ill be th e  n e x t stage.

T he C en tra l E u ro p ean  F ed era tio n  w ill therefo re  be co m ­
posed o f th e  follow ing com ponents :

(1) Tho W estern  S lavonic U nion, consisting  o f P o land  
a n d  C zechoslovakia. T his w ould  be th e  h a rd  core of th e

C en tra l F ed era tio n , w ith  a b o u t 50 per cen t, o f its  p o p u la tion  
a n d  80 p e r cen t, o f its  in d u s try .

(2) Tho S ou thern  Slavonic U nion , w hich w ould  include, 
in  one w ay  or an o th e r , a ll th e  four so u th e rn  S lavonic na tio n s 
— th e  Serbs, C roats, B u lgarians a n d  Slovenes. W e hope th a t  
such a  u n ion  m ay  be ach ieved  in  th o  n ea r fu tu re . T he un ion  
o f Ju g o s lav ia  an d  B u lgaria  h as  been  p lan n ed  before a n d  it  
w ould  be  ce rta in ly  beneficial to  b o th  countries.

T he p resen t fron tie rs o f S ou thern  S lavdom  w ould  have  to  
be  s lig h tly  rev ised  a t  th e  expense o f G erm any an d  I ta ly . Tho 
inclusion  o f I s tr ia  w ith  T rieste  a n d  of C arin th ia  w ould  give 
to  th e  S o u th e rn  S lavs an  excellen t n a tu ra l fro n tie r in  tho  
w est, as well as th e  use o f th e  p o rt o f T rieste .

(3) T he D an u b ian  nations, H u n g a ry  an d  R u m an ia , w ould 
jo in  th e  C en tra l E u ro p ean  U nion  a lm ost au to m atica lly , as 
tho  n a tu ra l  consequence o f its  estab lishm en t. T hey  are  
a lread y  su rrounded  by  Slavs in  th e  n o rth , so u th  a n d  east. 
W hen  th e  W este rn  a n d  S ou thern  Slavs form  a  closer associa­
tio n , th e  H u n g arian s  an d  R u m an ian s w ill be unab le  to  s ta y  
ou t o f it.

T he V allach ians a n d  M oldavians h av e  belonged, p rac tica lly  
th ro u g h o u t th e ir  h is to ry , to  various la rger po litica l bodies, 
a n d  th e y  d id  n o t seem  to  p ro te s t ag a in s t i t  a t  all. As to  th e  
H u n g arian s , th e y  h ave  been  v o lu n ta rily  associated  w ith  th e  
A u str ian  E m pire  fo r th ree  h u n d red  years. Soon a f te r  becom ­
ing independen t, these tw o n a tions su b m itted  w ith o u t th e  
s ligh test opposition  to  th e  stro n g est pow er of th e  C on tinen t—- 
G erm any— a n d  followed its  leadership .
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FEDERATION IN THE COMMON 
INTEREST

by GRGA Z L A T O P E R .

(Translation from  the Serbian original)

I t  is no t a  mere coincidence th a t the Slavonic countries 
such as Poland, Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia— together 
w ith  Greece—should be the  first to  decide, while the W ar 
is still on, to  lay  th e  first foundations of a  fu ture in ternational 
organisation in the ir own areas and those of their neighbours. 
They form ed the ir un its—Poland and Czechoslovakia by a 
confederation, and Greece and Jugoslavia by an  agreement 
regarding the  creation of a Balkan Union—to safeguard their 
future against any dangers and to  m ake possible a  more 
harm onious life and progress w ithin their common frontiers. 
This is in  the ir own in terest as well as th a t  of Europe. In  
addition, benefiting from the ir wide experience in the present 
W ar, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia realised th a t 
they  ought to  be more perm anently aware of the German 
danger, which has always been directed m ainly against 
Slavdom.

There are, however, other tendencies regarding the  future 
organisation of various p a rts  of the E uropean Continent. 
Those tendencies come from  various quarters. Nevertheless, 
they  rem ain for the present “ a t  the propaganda stage ”—• 
unfortunately  th a t of an influential propaganda—while the 
representatives of W arsaw, Prague, A thens and Belgrade 
have already achieved the first step tow ards the ir aim. Thus 
the triangle of Baltic-Adriatic-Black-Aegean Seas is already 
encompassed to-day by a  strong will to  p u t into practice 
im m ediately after the  W ar a  constructive policy of large 
un its and a wide collaboration based on goodwill, equality  
and  freedom.

I t  is, however, to  be hoped th a t  the  greatest possible 
consideration will be given to  the work which has already 
been started . This should be done bo th  on account of the 
intrinsic value of th e  plan of collaboration and also because 
i t  would be a m istake to  leave the field open for the rival

These two nations have a definite in terest in joining the 
Union. I t  will give them  peace, which they  desire above all, 
opportunities for free national developm ent and a degree of 
prosperity.

The Slavs, by  the ir very nature , are less likely th an  any 
other nation  to  tu rn  the  association of H ungary  and R um ania 
w ith  them  into a form of servitude. On the contrary, both 
W estern and Southern Slavs could certainly guarantee full 
internal freedom to H ungary  and Rum ania. There would 
no t be any ground for the violation of such a pledge, provided 
H ungary  and R um ania rem ained loyal to  the Union.

The T ransylvanian dispute between H ungary  and R um ania 
should be solved as fairly as possible. Owing to  the  presence 
of mixed populations, w ith a  sprinkling of Germans, the 
problem is complex. The a ttitu d e  of H ungary and R um ania 
in  the present w ar m ay influence the solution of th is question. 
I f  one of these countries should tu rn  against Germany, when 
an appropriate opportunity  occurs, such an action m ight 
seriously affect its fu ture relations w ith the other Central 
E uropean nations.

H ungary has several territo ria l disputes w ith its Slav 
neighbours. They are the legacy of the period when the 
invading M agyars drove a  wedge between Slavonic nations. 
There is no reason, however, why the conflict between Slavs 
an d  M agyars should continue for ever.

I t  is to  be hoped th a t H ungary, which has always been a 
friend of Poland, will realise—as well as R um ania—th a t they 
can play an  honourable p a r t by  acting as a  bridge between

tendencies. I t  is true  th a t they m ay be unpractical, as they 
are not th e  expression of the wishes of the m ajority  of the 
peoples concerned. Nevertheless, they  m ay have a damaging 
effect through the ir influential promoters. We m ust therefore 
always m ake it clear to  the world th a t the Slavonic element— 
in its own area—is the m ajority  ; th a t m ajority  is decisive 
in  the freedom for which we are fighting to -d a y ; and 
consequently th a t no plans which are not approved by such 
a m ajority  can be realised. Everybody who does not wish 
the  recurrence of the trials which we are enduring to-day 
should bear it in  mind. F ighting for the freedom of the 
individual, i t  is natu ra l th a t each country also should be 
g ranted  freedom to join larger units which would correspond 
to  its feeling, its political tendencies and to  the  economic 
necessities of life. In  other words, we cannot fight for the 
freedom of m an w ithout desiring the freedom of nations 
as well.

These rem arks m ight seem quite superfluous. In  fact, 
stressing th is point is far from unnecessary. Let us recollect 
the  a ttem p ts to  organise our p a r t of Europe—which I  would 
describe as “ the Slav Europe ”—in a way which wo disliked, 
and we shall see im m ediately th a t it is never superfluous 
to  stress the necessity of freedom and self-determination, 
th a t  is to  say of a free decision by every country regarding 
its adherence to  fu ture European Federations.

Poland, Czechoslovakia, Greece and Jugoslavia have 
already freely and spontaneously declared for wider units 
w ithin their boundaries. I t  is odd th a t  some people should 
a ttem p t to  under-estim ate this fact, and even to  prevent its 
fu rther consequences. This is peculiar, to  say the least, 
because those who adm it the principle of freedom cannot 
deny the value of our free decisions. Otherwise they would 
be in  flagrant contradiction w ith the ir own principles.

(Continued at foot of page 8.)

the  north  and the south, instead of being an alien body in a 
Slav sea.

(4) The other neighbouring countries could join the  Central 
E uropean Union voluntarily, encouraged by the  great benefits 
conferred by  its membership.

This is the case of Greece, which forms the natu ra l southern 
boundary of the  Central European zone. The participation 
of Greece in a Central European Union is particularly  desir­
able, as i t  would open to  tho Slavs an  access to  tho /Egean. 
Greece is already bound to  Jugoslavia by an alliance, while 
the heroism of the Greeks in the present war leaves no doubt 
as to  the ir a ttitu d e  tow ards a  union of free nations.

The a ttitu d e  of the L ithuanian people in the final stages 
of our struggle would decide the ir relations to  the Contral 
E uropean Union.

According to  pre-war statistics, the to ta l population of 
the  potential members of the Central European Union is over 
100 million while their jo in t area is about 1,350 square 
kilometres. A fter some territo ria l changes a t  the expense of 
Germany and I ta ly , th e  population and area of the Union 
would be even greater. I t  would become th e  second largest 
country  in Europe, nex t to  Russia, and the  sixth power in 
the world—after the  B ritish Em pire, China, Russia, U.S.A. 
and  the Japanese Em pire.

A Union of such strength, based on two powerful Slav 
blocks—in the north  and in the south—would be capable of 
guaranteeing perm anent peace in Europe.

West-Slavonic Bulletin  (February 1941).
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FROM THE POLISH SECRET PRESS
Published in  occupied P oland, September 1940.

W e Poles a re  a  m edium -sized n a tio n  b y  our num bers. 
D estin y  p laced  us betw een  tw o g rea t, aggressive pow ers—  
R u ssia  an d  G erm any. Side b y  side w ith  us are  m an y  m edium  
a n d  sm all na tio n s, liv ing  in  th e  sam e conditions. T hey  are  
th e  Czechs, Slovaks, R u m an ian s, U kra in ians, W hite  
R u th en ian s , L ith u an ian s , L a tv ian s  an d  o thers.

These n a tio n s  h ave  been  w ith s tan d in g  enem y pressu re  for 
m an y  cen turies. T here w as G erm anic p ressu re  from  th e  w est 
a n d  A siatic-M uscovite p ressure from  th e  east.

N one o f these n a tio n s  can  hope to  m a in ta in  its  freedom  
a n d  independence single-handed.

C om bined, these  n a tio n s  can  be pow erful. L e t us consider 
only  th e  Czechs, Slovaks, U kra in ians a n d  W hite  R u th en ian s, 
w hose origin, cu ltu re  a n d  h is to rica l tra d it io n  h ave  m u ch  in  
com m on w ith  our own. T ogether w ith  th e  Po les th e y  form  a  
m ass o f a  h u n d red  m illion  people.

T hese n a tio n s  live in  a  v a s t a rea  betw een  th e  B altic  an d  
th e  B lack  Sea, on  fertile  soil, rich  in  n a tu ra l resources an d  
w ell a d a p te d  for developm ent.

T hey  all h ave  m u ch  in  com m on. T hey  are  a ll Slavs, th e ir  
languages a re  sim ilar, w hile th e ir  cu ltu ra l a n d  h is to rica l 
tra d it io n  can  be  largely  tra c e d  to  a  single source.

T hey  a re  also y o u th fu l an d  vigorous na tio n s, w ith  a  p re ­
dom inance o f p easan ts . T hey  all have  a  sim ilar social s t ru c ­
tu re , ch aracterised  b y  a  dynam ic  force o f fresh  generations.

A re these  y o u th fu l, h ea lth y  na tio n s to  be th w a rte d  for 
ever b y  b ru ta l violence ?

C erta in ly  n o t. T hey  w ill have  to  find  new  form s o f life 
a n d  c rea tive  w ork.

A ll these  n a tio n s  should  discover a  g rea t an d  bo ld  con ­
cep tion  o f a  com m on S ta te . T hey  possess all th a t  is necessary  
to  m ake th a t  S ta te  m orally  an d  m a te ria lly  s trong , capab le  o f 
resisting  an y  onslaugh t. T he enem y does h is u tm o s t to  m ake 
th e  U k ra in ian  h a te  th e  Pole, th e  S lovak h a te  th e  Czech an d  
vice versa. I t  is easier to  crush  an d  exp lo it d iv ided  nations.

B u t we rem em ber th a t  th e  u n ity  o f Poles, U krain ians, 
Czechs a n d  L ith u an ian s  re su lted  in  th e  v ic to ry  o f G riinw ald, 
w hich  th rew  th e  enem y back  from  th e  gates o f Slavdom .

(Continued from  page 7.)
I  w ould  like to  a d d  som e com m ent concerning th e  in ten tio n s 

of those  n o t sharing  our view s, w ho w ould  like to  organise 
our ow n— p red o m in an tly  S lav p a r t  o f E u ro p e— in th o ir ow n 
w ay. W ell, we should  be ab le  to  know  b e tte r  th e  s i tu a tio n  
in  th e  B altic -A driatic-A egean  tr ian g le  th a n  those  w ho a re  
s tran g ers  in  th a t  area . O ur opin ion should  therefo re , to  say  
th e  least, be  g iven  serious considera tion  w hen  m ak ing  p lans 
for th e  o rgan isa tion  o f th e  S lav E u rope . T h is p o in t o f view  
has found  a  sufficiently  clear expression in  th e  official a c ts  
o f th e  Polish , Czechoslovak, G reek an d  Ju g o s lav  G overnm ents 
in  L ondon, th a t  is to  say , in  th e  Polish-C zechoslovak A greem ent 
regard ing  confederation , a n d  th e  G reco-Jugoslav  A greem ent 
regard ing  a  B a lk an  U nion . B o th  these  fac ts deserve fu ll 
considera tion  a n d  every  praise.

N evertheless, th e  ties  be tw een  P o lan d  a n d  C zechoslovakia 
should  be m ade  even  closer, since th e y  are  S lav  s is te r na tions. 
O n th e  o thor h an d , i t  h as  to  be bo rne  in  m in d  th a t  B u lgaria  
should  be  included  w ith in  th e  fram ew ork  of th e  B alk an  
U nion . T his issue is, how ever, com plica ted  b y  th e  tra d itio n a lly  
u n stab le  a tt i tu d e  of B u lgaria  as well as h e r a t t i tu d e  tow ards 
th e  Serbs in  th e  p a s t w ars, a n d  tow ards Ju g o s lav ia  in  th is  one.

T ak en  from  a  geographical, po litical, econom ic or te m p e ra ­
m en ta l p o in t o f view , th e  B u lgarians belong to  th e  B alkans 
an d  to  th e  Slavs. T his is a  fac t. O n th e  o th e r h an d , B u lg a ria ’s 
p a s t and  p resen t a t t i tu d e  is causing  m uch suspicion as regard s 
th e  fu tu re . She is therefo re  a n  u n ce rta in  q u a n ti ty .

W e also know  th a t  th e  so lid arity  a n d  b ro th erh o o d  of these  
n a tio n s  held  a t  b ay  th e  T a rta rs  a n d  T urks.

W e know  th a t  w hen  we w ere u n ited , th e  S lavs w ere 
stro n g  ; w hen we quarre lled , we w ere all enslaved. W e have 
a  reco rd  of com m on ach ievem en ts a n d  tr iu m p h s o f th e  Slav 
b ro therhood .

O ur independence a n d  freedom  is ou r com m on concern. 
T he Po lish  p easan ts  realise th a t  th e  Czechs, Poles, U kra in ians, 
S lovaks an d  W hite  R u th en ian s  h ave  to  jo in  th e ir  forces an d  
estab lish  a  com m on F ed era l S ta te .

I t  w ill be  a  un ion  of b ro th e r n a tions. E ach  of these  na tio n s 
w ill h ave  a  fu ll freedom  o f cu ltu ra l developm ent an d  n a tio n a l 
life. E a c h  w ill be  governed  according to  its  ow n w ill an d  
needs.

A ll th e  citizens o f th e  S ta te , no  m a tte r  w here dom iciled, 
w ill en joy  fu ll rig h ts  in  its  en tire  te r r ito ry .

T he boundaries be tw een  th e  m em ber na tio n s w ill be tra ced  
b y  a  com m on agreem en t a n d  le ft in  com m on tru s t . I n  m a tte rs  
o f defence and  o f re la tions w ith  o th e r pow ers, th e  F ed era l 
S ta te  w ill a c t as one hom ogeneous u n it.

A  F ed era l S ta te  organised  along such  lines w ill keep pace 
w ith  th e  o th e r g rea t pow ers an d  i t  w ill g u a ran tee  th e  secu rity  
o f its  m em ber n a tions. I t s  c rea tio n  w ill au to m atica lly  relieve 
th e  o th e r E u ro p ean  n a tio n s  from  th e  G erm an an d  R ussian  
pressure. O ther n a tio n s  m ay  ev en tu a lly  jo in  th e  F ed era tio n .

W e hope th a t  th e  S ou thern  Slavs w ill also com bine in  a  
com m on un ion . T hen  th e  tw o  F ed era tio n s w ill jo in  hands 
b y  co -o rd inating  th e ir  foreign  policies a n d  th e y  w ill confidently  
face th e  fu tu re  to g e th er.

“ N a ró d ,” Ja n u a ry  20, 1942

“ T he endeavou r o f P o land , su p p o rted  b y  h e r S lav n e ig h ­
bours, to  p lay  a  lead ing  p a r t  on  th e  co n tin en t o f E u ro p e  runs 
para lle l to  th e  in te res ts  o f G reat B rita in . G rea t B rita in  
realises th a t  even  a  large C om m onw ealth  o f S lav  na tio n s can  
never becom e a  riv a l o f th e  B ritish  E m p ire  ” .

In  sp ite  o f a ll th is , th e  founda tions fo r a  B a lk an  U nion  
h av e  been la id . I t s  founders a re  Greece a n d  Ju g oslav ia , 
w hich  is n a tu ra l. T he com m on fa te  o f Greece an d  Ju g o s lav ia  
in  th is  W ar, th e ir  tra d it io n a l re la tions a n d  th e  non-ex istence 
o f a n y  ne ighbou rly  quarre ls— all th is  b inds th e  tw o  coun tries 
fo r th e  p resen t a n d  for th e  fu tu re . T he ag reem en t signed 
b y  Greece a n d  Ju g o s lav ia  on  15th  J a n u a ry  in  L ondon w as 
th ere fo re  based  on n a tu ra l  conditions a n d  rea lities.

T he G reco-Jugoslav  so lid a rity  is a  good beg inn ing , w hile a  
w atch fu l a t t i tu d e  to w ard s B u lgaria  w ill be necessary  for th e  
id tim a te  rea lisa tion  o f th e  B alk an  U nion .

W e shou ld  n o t leave th is  su b jec t w ith o u t m en tion ing  th e  
im p o rta n t w ords spoken  recen tly  b y  th e  h ighes t Ju g o slav  
a u th o r ity . A t th e  s ig n a tu re  o f th e  ag reem en t w ith  G reece, 
H is  M ajesty  K in g  P e te r  I I  sa id  in  h is g re a t speech, “  O ur 
p resen t Agreement* is in m y  opinion an  im p o rta n t beg inn ing  
to w ard s th e  rea lisa tio n  o f a  g re a t un ion , po litica l an d  
econom ic, in  S o u th -E as te rn  E u rope , w hich w ill be a n  ex p res­
sion of th e  g re a t u n ity  of in te re s ts  o f its  n a tio n s, p rev en t 
th e ir  in te rn a tio n a l conflicts a n d  c rea te  a  m ig h ty  defence force 
ag a in s t a n y  ex te rn a l aggression ” .

T he ch arac te ris tics  o f a  pow erfu l u n ion  in  S o u th -E as te rn  
E iirope  shou ld  be such  a s  n o t to  leave aside its  S lav  n a tu re . 
T h is is p a rtic u la rly  tru e  as an o th e r tw o S lav  coun tries, P o land  
a n d  C zechoslovakia, a re  organising  w ith  th e  sam e ob jects 
a n d  tendencies. T he im portance  o f th e  Polish-C zechoslovak 
a c tiv ity  for us is obvious. I t  is th e  organising  o f th e  Slavs
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CONFEDERATION OR FEDERAL UNION ?
by D R. K A R E L  LO C K ER  

(Translation from  the Czech original)

On 19th Jan u ary  1942, the  Polish and Czechoslovak 
Governments concluded in  London tho following agreem ent :—

T h e  G o v e rn m e n ts  o f  P o la n d  a n d  C zech o slo v ak ia  h a v e  a g reed  
o n  th e  fo llow ing  p o in ts  w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  fu tu re  C o n fed e ra tio n  
o f  P o la n d  a n d  C zech o slo v ak ia  :—

(1) T h e  tw o  G o v e rn m e n ts  des ire  t h a t  th e  P o lish -C zech o slo v ak  
C o n fed e ra tio n  sh o u ld  e m b ra c e  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  a re a  
w ith  w h ich  th e  v i ta l  in te re s ts  o f  P o la n d  a n d  C xecho slo v ak ia  a re  
lin k e d  u p .

(2) T h e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  C o n fed era tio n  is to  a s su re  com m o n  
p o licy  w ith  re g a rd  to  :—

(а) F o re ig n  affa irs .
(б) D efence .
(c) E co n o m ic  a n d  fin a n c ia l m a t te r s .
(d ) S ocia l q u es tio n s .
(e) T ra n s p o r t ,  p o s ts  a n d  te le g ra p h s .
(3) T h e  C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill h a v e  a  co m m o n  g en e ra l s ta ff , w hose 

ta s k  i t  w ill b e  to  p re p a re  th e  m e a n s  o f defence , w h ile  in  th e  e v e n t 
o f  w a r  a  u n ified  su p re m e  c o m m a n d  w ill b e  a p p o in te d .

(4) T h e  C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill co -o rd in a te  th e  p o licy  o f  fo re ign  
t r a d e  a n d  c u s to m  ta r iffs  o f  th e  s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed era tio n , 
w ith  th e  v iew  to  th e  co nclus ion  o f  a  c u s to m s u n io n .

(5) T h e  C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill h a v e  a n  a g re e d  m o n e ta ry  p o licy . 
A u to n o m o u s b a n k s  o f  issu e  o f th e  s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed e ra tio n  
w ill b e  m a in ta in e d . I t  w ill b e  th e ir  ta s k  to  a s su re  t h a t  th e  p a r i ty  
e s ta b lis h e d  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  n a t io n a l  cu rre n c ie s  sh a ll  be  
p e rm a n e n tly  m a in ta in e d .

(6) T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  ra ilw a y , ro ad , 
w a te r  a n d  a i r  t r a n s p o r t ,  a s  a lso  o f  th e  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n  se rv ices 
w ill b e  c a rr ie d  o u t  acco rd in g  to  a  com m o n  p la n . A n  id e n tic a l 
ta r i f f  fo r p o s ta l  a n d  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n  se rv ices w ill be  b in d in g  
o n  a l l  te r r i to r ie s  o f  th e  C onfed era tio n .

T h e  s ta te s  in  possession  o f  sea  a n d  in la n d  h a rb o u rs  w ill ta k e  
in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  th e  econom ic  in te re s ts  o f th e  C o n fed e ra tio n  as 
a  w hole. M oreover, th e  s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill 
m u tu a l ly  su p p o r t  th e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  se a  a n d  in la n d  h a rb o u rs  o f 
th e  s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed era tio n .

(7) T h e  C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill c o -o rd in a te  th e  f in an c ia l po lic ies o f  
th e  s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed e ra tio n  e sp ec ia lly  w ith  re g a rd  to  
ta x a tio n .

(8) C o -o rd in a tio n  w ill a lso  b e  a p p lie d  in  th e  re a lm  o f  social 
p o licy  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s ta te s  o f  th e  C o n fed era tio n .

of one region and  bringing them  closer to  the union of the 
Southern Slav region. The im portance of these efforts can 
best be expressed by  the  words of th e  young Jugoslav monarch, 
who added in his speech th a t the  Greco-Jugoslav Agreement 
“ would no t achieve its full purpose even after the  realisation 
of tŁe Balkan Union, unless the  rest of Europe is organised 
in such a  way as to  result in a new international order. We 
have reason to  hope th a t a Central European Union, based 
on the principles of th e  Czechoslovak-Polish Agreement, will 
be created sim ultaneously w ith  the Balkan Union. In  our 
opinion, these two unions, based on the same principles and 
inspired by the  same ideals, would form, by means of a joint 
supreme organ, a g reat organisation which would provide 
im portan t guarantees for peace and prosperity in Europe ” .

These words, the im portance of which is evident, are in 
agreem ent w ith  the sta tem ents of the  Polish and Czechoslovak 
Governments in their D eclaration of the  24th January . “ The 
security and progress of the p a rt of Europe situated  between 
the Baltic and Aegean Seas depend m ainly upon the colla­
boration between the two confederations, one of which is 
based on the Polish-Czechoslovak P act, and tho other on the 
Greco-Jugoslav A greem ent” ,

(9) T h e  C o n fed era tio n  w ill a ssu re  co -o p e ra tio n  am o n g  its  
m e m b e rs  in  e d u c a tio n a l a n d  c u ltu ra l  m a tte r s .

(10) Q u estio n s o f  n a t io n a l i ty  w ill re m a in  w ith in  th e  co m p eten ce  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a l s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed era tio n . T ho  p assen g er 
tra f ie  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  s ta te s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  C o n fed era tio n  
w ill ta k e  p la c e  w ith o u t a n y  re s tr ic tio n s , in  p a r t ic u la r  w ith o u t 
p a s sp o r ts  a n d  v isa s. T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  free  d o m icile  a n d  ot 
th e  r ig h t  to  exerc ise  a n y  g a in fu l o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  c itizen s  o f  th e  
in d iv id u a l s ta te s  fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed e ra tio n  o v e r th e  w hole  te r r i to ry  
o f  th e  C o n fed era tio n  w ill b e  re g u la te d .

(11) T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  m u tu a l  reco g n itio n  b y  th e  s ta te s  
fo rm in g  th e  C o n fed era tio n  o f  school a n d  p ro fessio n a l d ip lo m as, 
o f  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  se n ten ces o f  c o u rts , a s  w e ll a s  th o  q u e s tio n  of 
m u tu a l  leg a l a id , in  p a r t ic u la r  in  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  c o u r t  sen ten ces, 
w ill b e  r e g u la te d . . .

(12) T h e  C o n s titu tio n s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l s ta te s  in c lu d ed  in  th e  
C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill g u a ra n te e  to  th e  c itizen s o f  th e se  S ta te s  th e  
fo llow ing  r ig h ts  :—

(a) F re e d o m  o f  conscience.
(b) P e rso n a l freedom .
(c) F re e d o m  o f lea rn in g .
(d) F re e d o m  o f  th e  sp o k e n  a n d  w r i t te n  w ord .
(e) F re e d o m  o f a s se m b ly  a n d  a sso c ia tio n .

( f  ) E q u a l i ty  o f  a l l  c itizen s  b e fo re  th e  law .
(g) F re e  ad m iss io n  o f  a l l  c itizen s to  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  o t a ll

s ta te  fu n c tio n s .
(h) T h e  in d ep en d en ce  o f  th e  C o u rts  o f  L aw .
(i ) T h e  c o n tro l o f  g o v e rn m e n t b y  re p re se n ta tiv e  n a tio n a l

b o d ies e le c te d  b y  m ean s  o f  free  elec tions.
(13) B o th  G o v ern m en ts  h a v e  a g re e d  t h a t  in  o rd e r  to  e n su re  th e  

com m o n  P o lic y  w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  ab o v e -m e n tio n e d  sp h e res , th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f com m o n  o rg an s  o f th e  C o n fed e ra tio n  w ill be

necessary-fie  g ta te s  in0iu q 6(i  ;n  th e  C o n fed era tio n  w ill jo in t ly  d e fra y  
th e  co s ts  o f  i ts  m a in te n a n c e .

As champions of the closest collaboration between the 
W estern Slavonic nations, the Czechs, Slovaks and Poles, 
we desire a union of those peoples. In  consequence we welcome 
every ac t leading towards such union. U nfortunately, the 
agreem ent of 19th Jan u ary  is not fully satisfactory from the 
point of view of Federal Union, which is our policy.

From  th is i t  can be concluded th a t  : •
(a) Poland, Czechoslovakia, Greece and Jugoslavia have 

already contributed som ething towards tho future order, both 
in the ir home countries and  among the ir neighbours. W ho­
ever w ants to  change th a t order can do so only w ith  tho 
knowledge and consent of these countries.

(b) The policy of W arsaw-Prague on the  one hand  and 
th a t of Belgrade-Athens on the other should be worked out 
in greater detail. Poland and Czechoslovakia should deepen 
the work they  have begun, while Greece and Jugoslavia should 
complete the ir task  in the Balkan Sector.

(c) In  th is way, the four countries could form a  groat 
organisation in which the Slav element would be predom inant, 
together with other countries which are now standing aside. 
The stressing of th is na tu ra l power should not lead anyone 
to  wrong conclusions. I t  is tim e for the Slavs to organise 
the ir own peaceful lives w ithin their boundaries and help 
others in a fair way to  achieve a life of common creative 
work in freedom and justice.

The way tow ards creating un its which would be in the 
common in terest is open. Wo Slavs m ust show an organised 
will and strive towards progress through fraternal harm ony.
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The shortcomings of the agreem ent are m ade clear by a 
perusal of its clauses :—■

Clause 1 fails to  sta te  w hat o ther countries are expected 
to  join the  Polish-Czechoslovak Confederation. The vague 
decision to  include “ other countries bound to  the  signatories 
by  v ita l interests ” is liable to  various in te rp re ta tion ,—a fact 
confirmed by  a  com parison between th e  Polish Foreign 
Secretary’s (Count Raczyński) interview  in The Sunday Times 
and Dr. Benesh’s Aberdeen speech, as well as some of his 
la ter declarations.

Clause 2 deals w ith  obvious m atters, w ithout which any 
association between S tates would be unthinkable.

Clause 3 coincides w ith  our aims. U nfortunately, its 
wording opens the w ay for in terpretations which we cannot 
accept. The official organ of the  Czechoslovak Forces Naśe 
N oviny  of 28th Ja n u ary  1942, a few days afte r signature of 
the agreem ent, published the following in terp re tation  of th a t 
clause : “ Every  country  will have its own general staff, 
its  own m inistry  of defence and  will keep the national 
character of its arm y in tact. The common general staff will 
co-ordinate defence, prepare common strategic plans and 
standardise equipm ent ” , This in te rp re ta tion  is, in  our 
opinion, contradictory to  clause 3. I t  is easy to  picture the 
confusion which would result from  the  co-existence of several 
national staffs and one common general staff, as well as several 
national m inistries of defence and one common m inistry. 
Such an  organisation would be entirely  inadequate for dealing 
w ith  a powerful enemy who has centralised control.

Clause 4 fails to  specify w hether a  customs union will 
actually  be established and when it will be done. W e believe 
a  customs union to  be an essential and indispensable feature 
of any federation, w hether more or less intim ate. W ithout 
customs union there can be no real federation. Such an 
association w ithout a  customs union would am ount to  no 
more th an  a repetition  of the failure of th e  L ittle  E nten te.

Clauses 5 and 6 contain merely vague and indefinite s ta te ­
m ents. N othing has been said about th e  establishm ent of a 
common bank, empowered to  issue common currency. This 
is a v ita l condition of success for a  genuine Federal Union.

Clause 7 fails to  specify w hether all tran sp o rt will be under 
the control of one common m inistry, or w hether— if th is is 
no t to  be the case—there will be a co-ordinating au thority . 
Before the  war transpo rt was controlled in  Czechoslovakia

by four and in Poland by  two different departm ents (communi­
cations and post office). The same queries m ay arise also in 
connection w ith  the social and educational problems dealt 
w ith  under th e  o ther headings.

Clause 12 contains a  declaration of policy which— 
commendable though i t  is—has little  to  do w ith  federation.

An analysis of th e  agreem ent shows th a t  i t  failed to  
provide practical and concrete solutions for the m ost vital 
problems. There is, on the  other hand, m uch verbiage on 
less im portan t subjects.

★
4-  ★

The interests of our nations and of the fu ture prosperity 
of Central Europe call for som ething more th an  the agreem ent 
of 19th Ja n u ary  1942. Alliances on the L ittle E n ten te  p a tte rn  
or vague Polish-Czechoslovak Confederations will no t be 
enough. Only a  com pact, economically strong Polish-Czech- 
Slovak Union can safeguard our countries perm anently  against 
aggression. Such a union would become the corner-stone of a 
Union of Central Europe, which m ight include several other 
Federal Unions, or separate nations.

The Polish-Czech-Slovak Federal U nion can be achieved 
im m ediately. All the necessary requisites are present. The 
obstacles are few and can be easily overcome. Such a Union 
would become a  real power, capable of resisting any  m ilitary 
or m oral pressure hostile to  the character of our nations. 
All the  members of our com munities love peace, freedom and 
equality. They are willing to  obey laws which they  make for 
themselves. They are used to  a certain  standard  of living, 
though it  m ay not be particularly  high. Our p a r t of Europe 
has been associated w ith W estern C hristianity for a  thousand 
years. Central Europe needs political, economic and cultural 
conditions which would enable its inhabitan ts to  live in 
accordance w ith  these principles, no t only as members of their 
respective nations, b u t also as m em bers of a  wider, super­
national com m unity which would guarantee the ir safety and 
livelihood.

G reat achievements are bom  am idst suffering. A New 
Europe should arise from  the  chaos of fire th a t has been le t 
loose. B u t fa ith  in  the  fu ture is no t enough. We need action. 
Courage is needed to  defeat narrow  national egoisms in  the 
in terest of a  greater common good.

THE WAY TO FEDERATION
FREE HUNGARIAN OPINION

Free Hungarian Review. Bulletin of the Association of
H ungarians in  Great B ritain  (published 1st April 1942).

(A.R.) W ith the beginning of spring the  war machine of 
the Axis Powers prepares for a  new desperate a ttack . I t  is 
the in tention of the German H igh Command th a t  the un ­
happy nations of South-Eastern Europe, compelled to  servo 
the  German am bitions as a  consequence of th e  irresponsible 
and short-sighted policy of the ir respective governments, 
should play a prom inent p a rt in th is campaign. The scarce 
news from H ungary  reports, however, w ithout exception the 
increasing resistance of the H ungarian people. F or this 
reason th e  Nazi propaganda machine has to  m ake use of now 
methods. According to  th e  recent detailed account of the  
Tim es about H ungary, th e  W ilhelmstrasse, as well as its 
H ungarian mouthpieces, endeavour to  win the H ungarian 
people for the ir own selfish ends by  falsifying th e  aims of 
the agreem ents of federation concluded by the allied govern­
m ents in London. Our German “ wellwishers ” argue th a t 
an Axis victory is evidently in H ungary’s in terest because 
otherwise the newly planned federations between Poland 
and Czechoslovakia hi the north  and between Yugoslavia and

Greece in the  south will divide H ungary  between themselves. 
By th is unscrupulous falsification the Axis propaganda follows 
its well-tested m ethod of creating antagonism, of inciting 
hatred  between the European nations. The W ilhelmstrasse 
forgets, however, th a t the nations of Europe have had  their 
lessons by the  experience of the  past. To-day we are all 
well aware th a t it was ju st the lack of u n ity  between 
the nations of E astern  Europe th a t  made it possible for 
H itler to  swallow one country afte r the  other either by  
aggression or by  so-called “ friendly agreem ents ” . F or this 
reason it is to  our v ita l in terest th a t  we should co-operate 
w ith  our neighbours in a  sp irit of understanding, and 
common dem ocratic ideals. This is the  only way to  create 
a  strong, healthy  E astern  E uropean Federation which is able 
to  re-establish the  balance of power of Europe against eighty 
million Germans who live in the heart of th is Continent, and 
which a t the  same tim e can lay the foundation for a new 
political, economical and social order, conceived on a larger 
scale th an  in the  past. The Polish-Czechoslovak and the 
Greek-Yugoslav agreem ents represent the first sym ptom s of 
th is new conception. We m ust welcome them  because the ir 
porten t is in full harm ony w ith  H ungarian interests. The
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f irst p a rag rap h  of th e  Polish-C zechoslovak A greem ent expresses 
th e  desire th a t  th e  neighbouring  coun tries tie d  to  th e  s ignato ry  
pow ers b y  th e  bo n d  o f com m on in te res ts  shou ld  jo in  th e  
confederation . I t  is ev id en t th a t  th is  in v ita tio n  is addressed  
to  our co u n try . I t  is n o t on ly  th e  s ta te m e n t o f th e  Po lish  
F o re ign  M in ister w hich confirm s th is  assum ption , b u t also th e  
rad io  speech m ad e  in  th e  H u n g a rian  language b y  D r Slavik, 
th e  C zechoslovak M inister fo r H om e Affairs, on 14th M arch.

T hough  th e  w ar rages in  fou r con tinen ts , i t  is in  th e  in ­
te re s t o f a ll o f us to  lay  now  th e  fo u n d a tio n  stones fo r a  
E u ro p ean  re -o rgan isa tion  w hich  m ay  re-estab lish  a n d  stab ilise  
th e  E u ro p ean  balance  of pow er b y  crea ting  la rger political 
u n its , an d  abo lish  th e  u n h e a lth y  econom ical n a tio n a lism  
confined to  narrow  fron tiers. T his conception  can n o t be 
m ate ria lised  unless i t  is based  on po litica l a n d  econom ical 
co llaboration . T he fed era tio n  schem es conceived a f te r  th e  
la s t w ar d id  n o t su rv ive because th e y  w ere conceived on 
econom ical ou tlines only. T hus we m u s t achieve fu ll h a rm o n y  
in  th e  sphere of po litica l issues. T hen  b y  m u tu a l goodwill 
a n d  u n d ers tan d in g  we m ay  estab lish  th e  foundations for a 
b e tte r  o rder in  th a t  p a r t  o f th e  w orld.

G erm an p ro p ag an d a  endeavours in  v a in  to  p rom ote  
an tag o n ism  betw een  our people a n d  th e  Po lish  a n d  Czecho­
slovak  n a tions. I t  is clear for us th a t  h is to ry , w hich by  com m on 
fa te  in  th e  p a s t c rea ted  m an y  n a tu ra l bonds betw een  these 
th ree  na tio n s, p rescribes for th e  fu tu re  even  m u ch  m ore m  th e  
w ay  of co-operation . Tho th ree  n a tio n s  to g e th e r m ay  fo im  a 
m ig h ty  fed era tio n  o f s ta te s  w ith  over fifty  m illion in h a b ita n ts , 
w ith in  th e  borders o f w hich  each  could keep its  n a tio n a l 
a n d  cu ltu ra l independence. As to  foreign re la tions, how ever, 
th e  ta sk  o f securing E u ro p ean  peace can  be ach ieved  o n *-y 
u n d e r jo in t d irection . W e m u s t w ho lehearted ly  welcome th e

federa tion  p lan  w hich  ind ica tes to  th e  new , free, dem ocratic  
H u n g a ry  th e  w ay  of h e r fu tu re , an d  w hich  w ould  secure 
b o th  for th e  n a tio n s  an d  ind iv iduals po litica l an d  sp iritu a l 
freedom  as w ell as social a n d  econom ical p ro sperity .

-A r  -A t  '  +

We remind our readers of another statem ent of Mr Lonyay, 
Chairman, Free Hungarians, in a letter published in the Times of 
11th April 1942, denouncing the “ strictly parliam entary regime
of the H orthy  H ungary :—

“ In  H ungary before the last war the Parliam ent was a mere 
travesty of popular representation, bu t since thei election o f 1Hort y 
in 1920, when the Parliam ent was surrounded by picked shock 
troops and under th rea t of the bayonet decided in his favour, things 
turned oven worse. Since then only in about 10 per cent, of the 
constituencies do the electors have the right to  a secret vote, while 
in the other 90 per cent, there is an open ballot w h i c h  exposes the 
to  every kind of pressure. A number of laws enables the authorities 
to  erase names from the lists of electors. Electioneering meetings 
can only be held by permission of the authorities. Also by law the 
constituencies are so organized th a t tens of thousands of votes are

elill“ H ad  the truly elected members of the people sat in a free 
Parliam ent, (1) H ungary would have found ways and means for a  
friendly understanding w ith all her neighbours and ■ 
beneficial revision of Trianon could have been reached , (2) Hung y 
would never have stabbed Yugoslavia in the back after having 
concluded a pact of eternal friendship w ith her ; (3) H ungary vrojdd 

, not now be fighting on the side of her inveterate and most hated 
enemy, Germany, against Great Britain, for whom the Hungarians 
always entertained feelings of friendship and admiration as the 
classical home of constitution and freedom. In  short, ^  th ®’ 
and crimes committed by the H orthy rśgime could have been 
prevented if Hungary had really had, w hat she did not have, 
strictly parham entary regime.’ ”

ECONOMIC ASPECTS
OF

POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION
by J O S E F  M A I J K ,  In g ., Director o f the N ational B a n k  of Czechoslovakia

I. AN  OUTLINE OF FUTURE REFORMS

1. Som e R ecrim inations
T he futm-e w orld  o rder is o f g rea t in te re s t to  a ll of 

us. As E uropeans, how ever, wo are  p a rticu la rly  in te rested  
in  th e  fu tu re  of E urope, w ith  w hich we are  associated  
n o t only  geographically , b u t  m a in ly  th ro u g h  h is to rica l an d  
cu ltu ra l trad itio n s , to  say  n o th in g  o f o th e r bonds, econom ic 
in  p a rticu la r, a n d  com m on th re a ts , chiefly from  P ru ssian  
G erm any  ! T o -day  i t  is p e rhaps clear even  to  th e  m ost 
o b d u ra te  iso lation ists in  th e  W est th a t  E u ro p e  h as to  be th e  
concern  o f all, a n d  th a t  b o th  n a tu ra l (Channel) an d  artificial 
(M aginot a n d  Siegfried Lines) b arrie rs  o r obstacles afford no 
abso lite  p ro tec tio n  a n d  secu rity  in  th e  age of science, fu lly  
app lied  in th e  m odern  w ar. „

I f  E u ro p e  is to  a t ta in  a  h igher s ta n d a rd  of liv ing  to r all 
o f  its  peoples as a  cond ition  o f th e ir  sp iritu a l progress, an d  
social secu rity  as w ell, i t  is necessary  to  d iscard  th e  egoism 
o f th e  b ig  an d  rich , w hich  is th e  tru e  cause n o t on ly  o f th e  
im perialism  o r g rea t pow ers, b u t  also of th e  econom ic nation-

* Mr. Malik, eminent Czech financier, kindly p u t a t our 
lisposal one of the chapters of his book _ to  be published 
ihortly. We are printing it  w ithout avoiding controversial 
lolitical ideas, such as the m utual future legal relations of the 
3zech and Slovak nations, incorporation of Austria and even Turkey 
n Central Federation, etc.

0.11sm of th e  sm all a n d  poor. T he fa ta l e rro r shou ld  n o t be 
m ade again . T he e rro r is, fo r B rita in  a n d  F ran ce , to  lose 
in te re s t in  E u ro p e  ea s t o f G erm any, an d  leave i t  a t  th e  m ercy  
o f th e  com m on enem y o f h u m a n  freedom , h u m an  righ ts, an d  
th e  p ro p e r ty  o f o thers, i.e. G erm any, recognising her claim s 
to  i t  a n d  th u s  p rac tica lly  offering i t  to  h e r ! T herefore i t  w ill 
be im pera tive  to  w a tch  in  tho  first place tho  m en  w ho w ill 
be responsible for E urope. In  an y  case, these  m en m u st be 
b e tte r  p rep a red  fo r th is  ta sk  th a n  w ere Noville C ham berlain , 
D alad ie r, a n d  th e ir  m a jo r or m inor co llaborators o r th e ir  
predecessors. A t th e  sam e tim e, i t  is im p o rtan t to  do aw ay  
w ith  secret d ip lom acy an d  its  m ethods. . . .

2. Federation— a V ital N ecessity
C ollaboration  betw een  th e  E u ro p ean  n a tio n s  assum es a  

political se ttlem en t on th e  basis o f federations, w ith  th e  
p a rtic ip a tio n  of th e  p resen t enem ies of th e  U n ited  N ations,
1.e. G erm any an d  h e r sate llites. O nly a  federa ted  E urope 
w ill be  ab le  to  recover fu ll freedom — b o th  po litica l an d
econom ic ! , ,

H ow ever, E u ro p ean  federal unions a re  n o t im aginable 
w ith o u t th e  re in s ta tem en t o f dem ocracy m  all coun tries 
w ith o u t exception . D em ocracy— n o t only po litical, b u t  also 
econom ic a n d  social. D em ocracy for all an d  n o t for some 
only. D em ocracy— living an d  dynam ic— a n d  n o t on pap er 
alone. D em ocracy— w orking an d  help ing— an d  n o t a  usurped 
dom ination  o f som e “  irrem ovable  ”  m en or g roups or rep re ­
sen ta tives  o f vested  in te rests , po litical, econom ic or he red ita ry .
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Democracy of deeds and order—and no t of em pty  words and 
anarchy. Democracy, based on m utual confidence, tru th , 
honesty and  tolerance. Democracy believing in and acknow­
ledging righ t and  justice for all. In  short : Democracy in  its 
original form and meaning, no t a m onster of m anaged dem o­
cracy, nor democracy on a national pattern , as e.g. English, 
American, French, Czechoslovak, etc. Democracy sim ply as 
th e  governm ent of the people, by  the people, for the people !

Democracy is the greatest safeguard of peace between 
nations. Democracy m ust, however, penetrate into all 
departm ents of our life and of our work and m ust therefore 
be freed from all undem ocratic ballast and  a ttrib u tes  which 
it has so far been dragging along for centuries. As the in ternal 
policy of nations and States m ust be penetrated  by dem o­
cracy, so m ust democracy penetrate also the  foreign policy 
of nations and States and  the international relations in general. 
To th is end it  will be necessary to  dem ocratise diplomacy on 
its hum an side and achieve the dem ocratisation of the work 
and  the  m ethods of diplom ats. . . .

Democracy as political freedom is no t possible w ithout 
economic freedom. W here there are no free peoples, there is 
also no free economy. This m axim  implies, of course, freedom 
of property  acquired through honest w ork and diligence. 
In  to ta litarian  States the freedom of individuals is suppressed 
and where peoples are enslaved and subjected to  th e  S tate, 
there is b u t economics of force, which has all the character­
istics of S tate capitalism  and which therefore involves all 
im aginable sorts of restrictions and serfdom. W ithout them  
the to ta litarian  regimes and States are simply impossible !

There is scope for several federations in the New Europe. 
One of them  will certainly be Germany— in any case 'deprived 
of territories which she conquered by  force—and another one, 
which will probably include Central and South-Eastern 
European countries : Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, H u n ­
gary, Rum ania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Albania, Greece and 
Turkey—provided th a t th e  victors of the present war, the 
U nited Nations, would no t occupy countries which are now 
a t  war w ith  them  either of their own accord (Magyars) or by 
compulsion (Rum anians and Bulgars ?).

3. A n  Outline of Future Reforms

The A tlantic Charter sums up  in Article 4 (access to  the 
trade and raw  m aterials of the world for all under equal 
conditions) in a few words all th a t is necessary to  achieve 
for the  welfare of m ankind. P ractical consequences resulting 
from the said Article are twofold : (1) problems of the worlcl- 
exchange of goods, and (2) problems of international world- 
paym ents.

W ithout going into details, m ainly technical, the following 
m ay be said w ith respect to  problem 1 :

(1) A world agreem ent in the m atte r of agricultural and 
industrial production appears feasible. This agreem ent would 
have to  deal bo th  w ith  productive capacity  and  w ith  con­
sum ption, and could sim ultaneously solve these questions : 
division of labour and specialisation of production, em ploy­
m ent, m arkets, standard  of living and price levels.

(2) The said world agreem ent, supplem ented by additional 
agreements, would supplant commercial treaties. Commercial 
policy would be no longer practised from S tate to  S tate , b u t 
would be a  constant charge of a Standing W orld Congress 
for the  exchange of goods.

(3) In  view of an  in ternational agreem ent on the world 
trade (customs) duties would be abolished—some imm ediately, 
some in stages—because the protection, which was the true 
m eaning of these tariffs, would be no longer necessary.

(4) The prom otion of new business activities could obvi­
ously develop freely in now production branches only and, 
of course, in accordance w ith the m ost favourable natu ra l 
conditions and resources.

(5) T ransport problems should be solved in  such a way 
th a t a uniform transport policy, concerning land, sea and air 
communications, would be operative.

(G) Foreign trade balances of the individual federations 
would have to  be cleared w ithin certain  intervals (monthly, 
quarterly) unless the big and rich States (federations) would 
gran t loans, which they  will have to  do anyhow for some 
tim e after th e  w ar. . . .

Problems concerning in ternational paym ents m ay be 
dea lt w ith  as follows :

(1) Gold as an international m edium  of paym ent is p ro­
bably played out, although it  m ight reta in  its stable (intrinsic) 
value and therefore its m onetary a ttribu tes . Most of the 
m onetary gold is, however, held a t  present by  the  U.S., and 
its redistribution appears to  be doubtful—as after the last w ar 
it was no t possible to  carry  it  out despite strenuous efforts.

(2) Currencies will probably no t be based on gold—or a t 
least no t as stric tly  as it was required by  currency laws in 
individual countries. They will surely be paper—fiduciary—• 
currencies which, however, will no t only retain  their m ain 
attribu tes as money—measure of value and medium of p ay ­
m ent—b u t will also serve hum an economy, which is the ir 
prim ary task  in the m odern world. Consequently, m onetary 
policy will be influenced and determ ined m ostly by  its in ternal 
p a rt— credit policy ; while its external counterpart—foreign 
exchange policy—will be to  a large ex ten t made inoperative 
through acceptance of fixed parities, and its m eaning will be 
probably reduced to  accounting and sta tistica l functions in 
connection w ith  clearing.

(3) F or purposes of foreign trade there would be either 
one or two or th ree—for the m ost—currencies th a t  would be 
interrelated on a fixed basis and  the ir fixed relation to  national 
currencies in the individual countries (federations) would 
also be firmly established.

(4) Foreign exchange business would probably disappear 
altogether, due to  the  introduction of a  m ultila teral clearing 
to  be kept by  each federation (country). Balances, favourable 
and unfavourable, would have to  be reported on certain days 
to  a Central Compensation Bureau which would operate a  
general clearance. This B ureau would also m ake suggestions 
in respect of unsettled  balances— in accordance w ith  the rules 
of its supervisory organ. This, of course, would be in close 
touch and co-operation w ith  the  W orld Congress for the 
exchange of goods.

(5) Each country (federation) would have its own N ational 
Bank, which would control th e  currency independently from 
the S tate authorities—and  in accordance w ith the  actual 
needs of national economy, and, of course, according to  
principles laid down for the N ational Banks by the ir super­
visory organ (Federal M onetary Board) for each federation. 
Besides, there could also exist a  W orld M onetary Board. . . .

(6) N ational finances would be adm inistered by  each 
country independently. In ternational loans to  cover deficits 
or even for investm ent purposes will probably cease or be 
greatly  lim ited—unless they could be granted in the form of 
goods, either in conjunction w ith  settlem ents m entioned under
(4) or independently. . . .

II. T H E  C O U N T R I E S  B E T W E E N  G E R M A N Y  
A N D  RUSSIA

1. Common Danger from  a Common Enemy
There is no doubt th a t order in th is p a r t of Europe—at 

present under the dom ination of Nazis or Fascists—will have 
to  be restored by the  subjugated peoples themselves. They 
will, of course, be thankfu l for help and  assistance from the 
U.S., from Great B ritain , and perhaps also from Russia. 
The la tte r  will, however, need herself considerable assistance 
to  remove as soon as possible th e  traces of the war, waged 
w ith  the greatest fury on a very large portion of her territory .

A fter th is w ar it  will be necessary to  establish a long 
lasting peace, m ainly for the benefit of those who do not 
violate peace or are alm ost incapable of aggression. One, 
two, or even three large nations are no t enough to  cope w ith 
it. All will have therefore to  un ite  to  pro tect civilisation and
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them selves ag a in s t b ru te  force. T hey  w ill h ave  to  n ip  in  th e  
b u d  subversive m ovem ents a n d  o rgan isations such  as th e  
L even te  in  H u n g ary , U stasa , w hich w as su p p o rted  an d  b red  
b y  to ta li ta r ia n  S ta tes , an d  th e  te rro ris tic  leagues in  G erm any, 
which, w ere th e  h a tc h  o f th e  G estapo.

T he n a tio n s  o f C en tra l an d  S o u th -E as te rn  E u ro p e , w hich 
endu re  unspeakab le  m ora l an d  physica l h ard sh ip s from  th e  
G erm an a n d  o th e r invaders, h a rd ly  need  to  be rem inded  who 
is th e ir  dead liest enem y. “ D rang nacli Osten ” o f th e  Im p eria l 
G erm any, w hich  d id  n o t succeed w ith  th e  help  o f th e  form er 
A ustria -H u n g ary , w ill n o t be  a  success for N azi G erm any, 
w hich therefo re  w ill n o t a t ta in  h e r a im — w orld  dom ination . 
B u t h e r th i rd  a t te m p t a t  i t  could  lead  to  success, if  th e  th r e a t ­
ened  n a tio n s  w ou ld  aga in  look passively  a t  p rep a ra tio n s 
fo r conquest a n d  even  fac ilita te  such  p rep a ra tio n s  b y  th e  
a tt i tu d e  o f th e ir  leaders a n d  sta tesm en .

B ism arck ’s saying, “  W hoever is m as te r o f B ohem ia, is 
also m as te r o f th e  w hole o f E u ro p e  ” , m u s t be  for ev er im ­
pressed  u p o n  th e  m ind  n o t only  of th e  Czechs— w ho in th e ir  
h o u r o f deepest d istress en tire ly  fo rgo t i t— b u t also of a ll th e  
E u ro p ean  n a tions, a n d  p rinc ipa lly  o f those  liv ing  betw een  
th e  B a ltic  an d  ,® gean Seas, because these  n a tio n s  w ill alw ays 
be th re a te n e d  b y  th e  G erm ans. S elf-p reservation  is, how ­
ever, n o t possible w ith o u t jo in t defence. T his is therefore 
th e  first a n d  m ost im p o rta n t o f a ll com m andm ents to  be 
observed  b y  peoples tem p o ra rily  su b ju g a ted  b y  G erm any !

2. Ineffectiveness of P ast Agreements

A  defensive alliance is u su a lly  supp lem en ted  b y  a  po litica l 
alliance, o r m ore s tr ic tly  b y  p u rsu in g  a  com m on policy. 
Such an  alliance, aim ing  a t  th e  p ro tec tio n  of com m on v ita l 
in te re s ts , u su a lly  looks on p ap e r as b ind ing  a n d  even  solem n. 
T h is im pression  w as conveyed  b o th  by  th e  L eague of N ations 
a n d  th e  L it tle  E n te n te  a n d  th e  B a lk an  E n te n te , to  say  n o th in g  
o f L ocarno  a n d  th e  B riand -K ellog  P a c t !

W e are  p rim arily  in te rested  in  an  in s tru m en t o f peace. 
F o r  tw e n ty  years  sp irited  addresses a n d  speeches were 
delivered— alte rn a te ly  in  P ra h a , B eograd, B ucu resti a n d  else­
w here— on th e  im portance  o f th e  L ittle  E n te n te  fo r th e  p re ­
se rv a tio n  o f peace in  C en tra l E u ro p e  ; th e  soldiers, too , w ere 
fla tte rin g  each o th e r ; C zechoslovakia w as b usily  supp ly ing  
on c red it a rm s a n d  eq u ip m en t to  h e r tw o allies an d  sim u l­
tan eo u sly  com m ercial an d  econom ic n ego tia tions w ere m eeting  
w ith  -ever-grow ing obstacles an d  m isu n d ers tan d in g  am ong th e  
th ree  p a rtie s , th is  lead ing  finally  to  th e  cooling-off o f one-tim e 
v e ry  friend ly  re la tions, to  m u tu a l d is tru s t a n d  suspicions. 
In  such  a  s ta te  o f th in g s th e  d ishonest policies pu rsu ed  b y  th e  
H u n g a rian  g en try  a n d  B u lgarian  an d  o th e r G erm anophiles 
flo u rish ed ; sim ilarly  p rospered  th e  J u d a s  policy  o f S to ja- 
dinovic, w ho w as eager to  g e t b ribes from  all ; a n d  from  b ad  
to  w orse m arched  th e  personal policy  of Colonel B eck, w hom  
th e  C zechoslovak sta te sm en  a n d  soldiers in d irec tly  encouraged 
w ith  th e ir  lack  of fo resigh t a n d  th e ir  p rejud ices. . . .

T he  L ittle  E n te n te  h e ld  to g e th e r, b u t  w as in ev itab ly  
doom ed to  fa ilu re  like th e  o th e r peace in s tru m en ts  o f th e  la s t 
tw e n ty  years , because i t  lacked  a  rea l basis, w hich could  have  
u p h e ld  it . T h o u g h t o r ideology, m ay  th e y  be th e  b est, are 
insufficient to  u p h o ld  a  t r e a ty , i f  i t  does n o t co n ta in  th e  
cem en t o f p rac tica l com m on in te res t.

3. The Im portance and  N ecessity o f U nion

T he se ttlem en t o f cond itions in  C en tra l a n d  S o u th -E as te rn  
E u ro p e  w ill h ave  to  go fa r  b ey o n d  th e  lim it reached  in  th e  
p a s t— b y  th e  te n  S ta te s  concerned  : P o land , C zechoslovakia, 
A ustria , H u n g a ry , R u m an ia , B u lgaria , Y ugoslav ia , A lbania, 
Greece a n d  T u rkey . These coun tries m u s t associate to  s tan d  
u p  jo in tly  ag a in s t th e  com m on enem y an d  th u s  defend  th e ir  
po litica l a n d  n a tio n a l independence.

T h is “ C ategorical Im p e ra tiv e  ”  o f th e  fu tu re  w ill have 
to  sweep aside w h a tev e r artific ia l o r h is to rica l m isu n d er­
stan d in g s, feuds, rancou r, m is tru s t o r fears th e re  a re  betw een

these  coun tries— duo to  various reasons, one of th em  being 
th a t  som e countries arc  p erhaps m ore advanced  in  cu ltu ra l, 
po litica l an d  econom ic developm ent th a n  o thers. In  th e  
fu tu re  these coun tries should  cease to  bo a  too l o f th e  policy 
o f ba lance  o f pow er o f g re a t pow ers.

T ins applies p a rticu la rly  to  th e  B alkans, w hich have  been 
a  cross-roads o f po litica l influences of th e  G rea t Pow ers : 
G reat B rita in , F rance , R ussia , th e  fo rm er A ustria -H ungary , 
G erm any, th e  O tto m an  E m pire  a n d  even I ta ly , try in g  to  p lay  
th e  role o f a  B ig Pow er ! These bloodless d ip lom atic  b a ttle s  
in  w hich  a  sincere in te re s t in  sm all, half- o r w holly-enslaved 
B a lk an  na tio n s w as b u t feigned, w ere o f course no th in g  else 
b u t a  con tinuous strugglo  fo r influence, suprem acy , w hich 
w as euphem istically  described  as a  policy o f balance o f pow er. 
. . .  I n  fact, i t  w as a  gam e p layed  b y  th e  B ig Ones am ong 
them selves, enveloped  in  courteous form s of th e  old dip lom acy 
— b u t alw ays to  th e  d e tr im en t o f sm all, oppressed  na tions 
w hich  w ere sa id  to  need  th e ir  p ro tec tion . . . . Serb ia  know s 
b es t w h a t th is  “  p ro tec tio n  ” looked like an d  w h a t i t  m ean t. . . .

H ow ever, th e  se ttlem en t in  C en tra l a n d  S o u th -E as te rn  
E u ro p e  w ill have  to  rem ove, in th e  first place, a ll th ings 
w hich in  th e  p a s t sep a ra ted  these coun tries from  each  o th e r 
an d  w hich  consequen tly  m ade th em  w eak a n d  vu lnerab le . 
A n obvious p re lim inary  is th a t  th e  tru e  rep resen ta tives of 
som e of th e  above-m en tioned  coun tries— who are  fo r tu n a te  
to  be free in  friend ly  coun tries— should  s it dow n to  jo in t 
w ork, th a t  th e y  should  th row  aw ay  th e  d is to rted  m en ta lity  
an d  false conceptions, in w hich som e of th em  s till indulge, 
th a t  th e y  should  tu rn  th e ir  m inds to  realities, an d  th a t  th e y  
should  p u t off for ever p rejud ices an d  m is tru s t o f each  o ther. 
T hus th e y  can  lay  stro n g  foundations for fu tu re  harm onious 
life a n d  com m on sp iritu a l a n d  m a te ria l p ro sp erity — th ro u g h  
a  sincere a n d  in tense  co -operation  ju s t  now, in  exile. Co­
opera tion— deep an d  lasting , b e tte r  th a n  th a t  estab lished  
betw een  th em  d u rin g  th e  la s t w ar, w hich d id  n o t surv ive the  
ea rly  period  of joy  an d  en thusiasm  o f libe ra tion  w hich th e  
F ir s t W orld  W ar b ro u g h t to  sm all na tions. . . .

I n  conclusion, I  should  like to  qu o te  from  the- recen tly  
pub lished  book b y  C. A. M acartney  (Problems o f the Danube 
B asin , C am bridge U n iv e rs ity  P ress, 19-12), whose views are  
based  on experience as a  V ice-Consul in  V ienna, an d  w ith  th e  
In telligence D ep a rtm en t o f th e  L eague o f N ations U nion : 
“  One c e rta in ty , a t  least, has em erged q u ite  defin itely  from  
th e  h is to ry  o f th e  la s t tw en ty — or ra th e r , o f th e  la s t n inety - 
th ree  years. T h is is, th a t  an y  p lan  w hich hopes to  succeed 
m u s t consider th e  w ishes a n d  needs of th e  ea s t E u ro p ean  
peoples as a  w hole, n o t only of a  favou red  p a r t  o f them . 
Peoples linked  to g e th e r b y  e thn ic  affinity , com m on h isto rica l 
tra d itio n s  o r o th e r shared  in te re sts  m ay  choose to  en te r in to  
especially  close association  w ith  each  o th e r on a  foo ting  of 
eq u a lity  ; b u t all n a tio n a l im perialism s, w h eth er based  on 
h is to ric  claim s, anc ien t or m odern , on th e  p re tension  to  fill 
som e special im perial role in  easte rn  E urope, o r on m erits  
acqu ired  in  th e  p resen t w ar, o r a n y  o ther, w ill lead  to  revo lt 
an d  in s tab ility  if  th e y  involve th e  m ain tenance  or re-estab lish- 
m en t o f h ie ra rchy  of na tio n s. T he sam e princip les o f freedom  
and  eq u a lity  w ill need  to  be  app lied  in  th e  m u tu a l re la tions 
o f th e  sm aller na tio n s as th e  a rea  as a  w hole dem ands in  its  
re la tionsh ip  to  th e  o u te r w orld. T he easte rn  slopes o f the  
B ohem ian  m oun ta in s , V ienna, even  Silesia, perhaps even 
T rieste , m ay  n o t belong to  eas te rn  E u rope  u n d er ou r political 
defin ition  th e r e o f ; b u t th e ir  inclusion w ould  certa in ly  
s tren g th en  it  econom ically. T he sta te sm en  o f th e  fu tu re  w ill 
p resum ab ly  have  to  w eigh, to  th e  b es t o f th e ir  ab ility , th e  
n a tio n a l ag a in s t econom ic, perhaps also th e  s tra teg ic  a rg u ­
m en ts  for a n d  ag a in s t th e  inclusion o f each of these  in  easte rn  
E urope. In s ide  th e  u n it  a lso , th e  econom ic position  is q u ite  
differen t from  th e  na tio n a l. A n efficient econom ic organisation  
of easte rn  E u rope  w ould havo to  d isregard  e thn ic  fron tiers 
a ltoge ther. I t  w ould  have  to  s ta r t  from  th e  w idest p o in t o f 
view, th a t  o f th e  needs o f th e  u n it as a  whole, an d  th e  p rin ­
ciple o f su u m  cuique w ould m ean , n o t th a t  each n a tio n a l

(Continued at foot of page 15.)
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THE MINERAL WEALTH OF CENTRAL 
EUROPE

by A .  P L U T Y Ń S K I .

COAL, OIL A N D  NATURAL GAS
T he m ineral w ealth  o f any  a rea  is a  v ita l elem ent o f its  ab ility  

for self-defence, p rovided it  is efficiently exploited  by  industry .
As to  C entra l E urope—th a t  is, th e  a rea  betw een th e  B altic , tho  

A dria tic, th e  yEgean an d  th e  B lack Sea— its  defence p o ten tia l is in 
som e respects superior to  th a t  o f G erm any. In  th e  period  before 
th e  p resen t w ar th e  num ber o f boys bo rn  an n u ally  in th a t  a rea  was 
double th e  n u m b er o f those born  in G erm any, w hile th e  com bined 
ag ricu ltu ra l p roduction  o f th e  C entra l E u ropean  countries was far 
larg e r th a n  th a t  o f G erm any. T he G erm an in d u stry , on th e  o th er 
han d , was m uch stronger th a n  th e  in d u stry  o f th e  C entra l E uropean  
area.

An assessm ent o f th e  m ineral resources o f C entra l E urope  m ay  
help  us to  find ou t w hether th e  in d u stry  o f th e  C entral F ederation  
m ay  ever hope to  equal o r overtake th e  in d u stry  o f th e  Reich.

A com parison betw een G erm any an d  C entra l E urope in respect 
o f m ineral w ealth  is b ound  to  be  only approxim ate . G erm any is 
one of th e  few areas in th e  w orld th a t  have  been thoroughly  in v es ti­
g a ted  from  th e  geological p o in t o f view. This is due to  th e  w ork 
done b y  various universities an d  th e  Geological In s titu te , as well 
as to  th e  coal an d  po tassium  prospectors of 1900-1905. In  order to  
encourage prospecting , th e  R eichstag  v o ted  a  law  under w hich all 
m ineral w ealth  was m ade th e  p ro p e rty  o f th e  S ta te , unless i t  was 
discovered b y  th e  owner o f th e  lan d  him self.

One of th e  consequences o f th e  v o te  o f th is  law was th e  e s tab ­
lishm ent o f tw o g rea t m ining concerns : th e  “ D eutsche T iefbohr- 
geselschaft ” o f N ordhausen  a n d  th e  “ In tern a tio n a le  T iefbohr- 
geselschaft ”  o f E rkelenz, w hich undertook  borings a ll over th e  
te rr ito ry  o f th e  R eich, from  Alsace to  th e  R ussian  border, acting  
as con tracto rs for claim  owners. A ny m inerals discovered in th is 
m anner were analysed  b y  th e  Mines D ep artm en t an d  th e  claim  
owners ev en tually  acqu ired  form al p ro p erty  deeds in respect o f th e  
deposits on th e ir  land. A p a rt from  these  p riv a te  borings, th e  
P russian  G overnm ent carried  ou t a  large scale prospecting  ac tiv ity  
on its  own account an d  som e of th e  sh afts reached considerable 
d ep th . The 2300 m etres sh a ft o f Paruszow iee in Silesia he ld  th e  
w orld  record  for a  long tim e.

In  consequence, a t  least 80 pe r cent, of th e  te rr ito ry  of G erm any 
has been tho rough ly  investiga ted  an d  it  can be reasonably  assum ed 
th a t  a  corresponding p roportion  o f th e  m ineral w ealth  o f th e  country  
h a d  been officially listed  a n d  is exploited.

U nlike G erm any, A ustria -H ungary , R ussia  an d  T urkey—which 
h ad  been contro lling  th e  te rr ito ry  of C entra l E urope u n til 1914- 
1918—neglected th e ir  m ineral resources.

(Continued fro m  page 13.)
un it, or even each geographical one, produced the same 
things, b u t ra th e r th a t  each produced the things which it was 
best fitted  to  produce, fulfilling a special róle w ithin and for 
the  benefit of the whole. F inally, the  economic position 
vis-a-vis the  outer world is also different from the national- 
political. N ationally, eastern Europe needs complete freedom 
from the national imperialism of its neighbours. Economically, 
eastern Europe needs independence in  the sense of protection 
from  exploitation, b u t it could not achieve, and would no t be 
benefited by, autarchy. I t  would still give and receive benefits 
by  trad ing  w ith  the outer world, and  especially w ith Germany 
and Ita ly . I t  would take separately each of the great needs 
of security, national freedom and economic welfare, in  each 
case working w ithin the  appropriate lim its and through the 
appropriate organisation. The forms which it  evolved would 
probably be som ething which the world has no t yet seen ; 
b u t then, the world has no t yet seen eastern Europe organised 
as its special conditions require.”

T he independent countries established in C entra l E urope in 
1919 were too poor to  organise large-scale geological research, and  
in an y  case tw en ty  years is a  sh o rt tim e in which to  carry  ou t such 
a  ta sk  over a  v as t area. The a rea  of C entral E urope is th ree  tim es 
larger th a n  th a t  o f th e  R eich an d  only som e p a rts  of it have been 
system atica lly  investigated  by  geologists. In  Po land , for instance, 
only Silesia, th e  region of sa lt m ines n ear Inowrocław  an d  th e  oil 
zone in  th e  C arpath ians have been investigated . This is only 20 per 
cent, of th e  to ta l  area  of th e  country . T he rest rem ains unknow n, 
excep t for quite  shallow  drillings.

In  R um an ia  geological investigation  has been also confined 
a lm ost exclusively to  th e  oil region, while th e  m ining of m eta l ores 
in  T ransy lvan ia  has been carried  on by  an tiq u a ted  m ethods. In  
th e  B alkans th e  exp lo itation  of m ineral resources began no m ore 
th a n  ten  years ago, even in localities where tho  deposits were 
p rac tica lly  on th e  surface.

A com parison of th e  m ineral w ealth  o f G erm any and  o f C entral 
E urope is therefore bound  to  be incom plete. W e shall be com paring 
th e  know n resources o f th e  tw o regions, b u t we should bear in m ind 
th a t ,  in th e  case of Contral E urope, no m ore th a n  a  th ird  o f th e  
te rr ito ry  has been prospected  a t all, while G erm any is alm ost 
certa in  to  have  no undiscovered m ineral resources of any im portance.

COAL
Before th e  p resen t w ar th e  G erm an R eich was th e  second largest 

producer o f coal in E urope, n ex t to  G reat B rita in . G erm any was 
also th e  second larg est exporter.

In  1937 G erm any to g eth e r w ith  A u stria  produced 185 m illion 
to n s o f coal, while th e  to ta l  p roduction  o f C entral E urope was 
55 m illion  tons. G erm any produced, m oreover, 188 m illion tons 
of b row n coal, while C entra l E uropo h ad  an  o u tp u t o f only 34£ 
m illion to n s o f brow n coal.

T he d isp a rity  in  th e  coal p roduction  o f th e  tw o areas under 
review was due m ain ly  to  th e ir  different degree o f in d ustria l develop­
m ent, b u t  d id  n o t correspond to  th e  re la tive  size o f  th e  a lready  
discovered coal deposits. T he coal reserves o f G erm any (including 
th e  coal o f th e  Polish d istric ts o f Silosia w hich h ad  been incorporated  
to  G erm any) are  estim a ted  (according to  H u b n er o f Vienna) a t  
181 m illiards o f tons. The sam e a u th o rity  estim ated  th e  Polish 
reserves o f coal a t  158 m illiard  tons and  th e  Czechoslovakian a t 
25 m illiards.

M. K siążkiew icz ( West-Slavonic B ulletin , No. 6, p . 14) estim ates 
th e  reserve of coal in th e  Polish p a r t  o f th e  Silesian Basin, tak ing  
account only of deposits down to  1000 m etres an d  d isregarding 
layers o f less th a n  1 m etre  th ickness in  th e  upper an d  £ m etre  in 
th e  lower sections, a t  61,781 m illia rd  tons. Those figures charac­
terise , in  te rm s of p resen t-day  m ethods o f exp loitation , th e  possi­
bilities o f  one of th e  Polish  coalfields th a t  are  a lready  known.

T he techn ical and  labour conditions o f coal ex trac tio n  a re  
b e tte r  in  Silesia th a n  anyw here else in E urope. T he average p ro ­
duction  of coal pe r day  an d  pe r m an  was in  P o land  1-8 tons, in 
G erm any an d  Czechoslovakia 1-5 tons, in G reat B rita in  1-2 tons 
and  in  F rance  0-9 tons. T his record was established, th an k s  to  tho 
favourab le  position an d  good q uality  o f th e  coal deposits and  th e  
sk ill o f th e  m iners. The techn ical equ ipm ent o f th e  Silesian collieries 
is m odern, though  n o t equal to  A m erican s tandards. D uring  th e  
p resen t w ar, th e  G erm ans increased th e  o u tp u t easily  to  100 m illion 
tons, w ith o u t sinking an y  new  shafts.

Silesia, including th e  region of O straw a-K arw ina, w hich supplies 
excellent coke coal, could therefore provide th e  whole o f C entral 
E urope w ith  coal for in d ustria l, tran sp o rt and  dom estic puiposes. 
T he sou thern  p a r t  o f th e  C entral E uropean  area  is sh o rt o f good 
qu a lity  coal su itab le  for tran sp o rt. According to  th e  R oyal In s ti tu te  
o f  In te rn a tio n a l Affairs (“  S ou th -E aste rn  E urope,”  p . 96) th e  to ta l 
coal p roduction  of H u n gary , R u m an ia  and  th e  B alkan  countries 
am o u n ted  in 1937 to  7,247,000 tons an d  in 1938 to  7,807,000 tons.

T he solu tion  of th e  coal prob lem  in  th e  C entral F ederation  
w ould be assisted b y  th e  following m easures :

(1) T he w hole a rea  to  be  supplied  w ith  Polish an d  Czech coal, 
except for d istric ts in th e  v ic in ity  o f local lignite mines.
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(2) Second-rate coal to  be used locally for th e  p roduction  of 
electric pow er d is trib u ted  to  in d u stry  by  a  grid  system .

(3) T he export o f Polish coal to  overseas countries to  be lim ited  
to  cases where i t  is necessary as an  exchange for im ported  iron-ore 
(from  Sweden) or scrap.

(4) Greece and  Jugoslav ia  to  be supplied w ith  B ritish  coal, in 
exchange for b au x ite  an d  cereals ; sea tran sp o rt will be  cheaper 
th a n  rail.

In  th e  in te rests o f tran sp o rt econom y, th e  coal supplied by  th e  
n o rth  to  th e  sou th  w ould be of th e  highest q u a lity  (6000-7600 
co n tinen ta l calories). O ther coal w ould be used locally.

OIL AND NATURAL GAS
G erm any has only a  few m inor oilfields in  th e  regions o f H alle  

an d  H anover. T hey are exploited  irrespective o f cost, in some 
cases by  th e  uneconom ical m ethod  o f underground  galleries instead  
of pum ping  shafts. T he ann u al p roduction  is in th e  neighbourhood 
of 500,000 tons.

The Polish oilfields h a d  been th e  first in th e  w orld to  be com ­
m ercia lly  exploited, when Lukasiewicz, a  Polish chem ist, designed 
in 1853 th e  first paraffin lam p. L ater, Szczepanowski discovered 
th e  oilfields o f Sloboda R ungurska, Schodnica and  B itkow , while 
M acGarvey was th e  pioneer o f B orysław  and  Tustanow ice, a 
p rim ary  oilfield resem bling B aku. In  1908 an d  1909 P o land  h ad  
reached th e  clim ax of he r p roduction— 2,000,000 tons pe r year. 
As no new  oilfields have  been discovered since 1903, th e  p roduction  
even tu a lly  dw indled  to  500,000, an d  it  rem ained  a t  th a t  level 
th ro u g h o u t th e  recen t years.

Following th e  A m erican exam ple, th e  Polish engineers use th e  
n a tu ra l e a rth  gas, w hich form erly was allowed to  escape. The 
an n u al p roduction  of gasoline from  gas was 40,000 tons. Besides 
th e  gas found in oilfields, large deposits of gas have  been discovered 
in a  tw o hundred  miles long zone along th e  C arpath ians. These 
reserves have  been p a r tly  tap p ed , an d  in spite  o f th e  fact th a t  th e  
installations for cap tu ring  th e  gas and  conveying it  by  pipeline 
were n o t adequate , th e  ann u al p roduction  of n a tu ra l gas in  P o land  
am oun ted  in  1937 to  531 m illion cubic m etres. Some of th e  shafts 
were stopped  and  he ld  over for fu tu re  use.

The presence o f such large q u an tities o f gas un d er such a  large 
a rea  of th e  sub-C arpath ian  region suggests th a t  th ere  m ay  be 
undiscovered oil in  th e  C arpathians. I t  has been found  th a t  gas 
an d  oil ap p ear usually  together, an d  A m erican experience proved

th a t  oil was likely to  be found lower down w here th ere  was gas 
n ear th e  surface. The deepest o f th e  Polish oil wells a re  1750 m etres, 
while in Am erica th ere  are  4500 m etres borings.

T he Polish n a tu ra l gas (except in oil wells) is o f th e  d ry  type, 
com posed of ab o u t 95 pe r cent, o f m ethane. Gas from  deeper 
sh a fts contains, however, also b u tan e , p en tan e  and  o th er gases. 
T his suggests th a t  th e  deeper gas pockets con tain  gas su itab le  for 
th e  p roduction  o f gasoline.

T he n a tu ra l gas itse lf is a  h igh-grade fuel. I t s  caloric value 
(9600 con tinen ta l calories) is tw ice th a t  o f artificial lighting  gas. 
The num erous in d u stria l uses o f n a tu ra l gas a re  well know n in 
Am erica, b u t  in E urope  its  possibilities have  n o t y e t been fully  
exploited.

The grow th of th e  R u m an ian  oil in d u stry  was sim ilar to  th a t  
o f th e  Polish  one. T he first wells were bored  in th e  m oun ta ins 
(Cam pina Baicoi, etc.) and  did n o t y ield m uch oil. L ater, large 
oilfields were discovered n ear P loesti, in  re la tive ly  f la tte r  country . 
F inanced  by  A m erican, B ritish -D utch  an d  F rench  cap ita l, th e  
R u m an ian  oil in d u stry  grew  rap id ly  an d  its  p roduction  reached in  
1936 its  sum m it o u tp u t o f 8,703,000 tons. Since th a t  tim e, how ­
ever, th e  o u tp u t of th e  o lder R u m an ian  wells has been declining 
and  it  seems likely th a t  th e  p resen t p roduction  is in th e  ne ighbour­
hood o f 6,000,000 tons. The po litical conditions before th e  w ar 
did n o t favour th e  in vestm en t o f large sum s in speculative borings.

T he to ta l  oil p roduction  o f th e  C entra l E u ropean  area—Poland , 
R um ania , Czechoslovakia, H u n g ary  and  A lbania— am ounts to  
ab o u t 7,000,000 to n s—th a t  is, fourteen  tim es m ore th a n  th e  oil 
p roduction  of G erm any.

T he presence of large q u an tities o f n a tu ra l gas has been d is­
covered in R u m an ia  b o th  eas t o f th e  C arpath ians, a t  Jassy , and  
w ith in  tl' e C arpath ian  sem icircle, east o f C luj. Only one-th ird  of 
th e  estim ated  possible o u tp u t o f tw o m illiard  cubic m etres has 
been exploited . T his suggests th a t  th ere  m ay  be oil no t only 
w ith in  th e  C arpath ian  region, b u t  also elsewhere in R um ania . 
Deep drilling of th e  A m erican ty p e  m igh t reveal new oilfields of 
g rea t w ealth .

The G erm ans m ay  t ry  to  com pensate th e ir  inferiority  to  C entral 
E urope  in oil p roduction  by  producing  large q u an tities o f alcohol, 
benzole a n d  artificial pe tro l. E v ery  to n  o f a rtificial p e tro l requires, 
however, several to n s o f coal. T he p roduction  of large q uan tities 
of a rtificial fuel w ould therefore  p u t  a  heavy  s tra in  on th e  coal 
indu stry , an d  G erm any, w ith  h e r low b ir th  ra te , canno t find suffi­
cient m anpow er for doubling an d  treb ling  he r o u tp u t o f coal. 
C entra l E urope— assum ing th a t  a rea  to  be u n ited —w ould therefore 
have  a  m ark ed  superio rity  over G erm any in respect o f liquid  fuel.
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